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PRELIMINARY  NOTICE. 


The  Committee  appointed  by  tlie  United  Associate 
Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  to  prepare  an  abstract  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Extraordinary  Meeting  of  Pres- 
bytery, held  in  Rose  Street  Church,  on  Tuesday, 
November  19,  1839,  present  the  following  brief  State- 
ment :  — 

The  subject  of  Revival  of  Religion  having,  at  some 
former  meetings,  been  brought  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Presbytery,  and  a  Committee  having  been  appointed 
to  report  on  the  means  of  promoting  it,  an  extraordinary 
meeting,  to  consider  said  Report,  was  agi'eed  to  be  held 
on  the  day  above  named.  Nearly  all  the  Members  were 
present,  with  many  of  the  Eldership  from  most  of  the 
congregations  in  the  bounds,  all  of  whom  had  been  spe- 
cially invited  to  attend. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  devotional  exercises,  by 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Adam,  moderator  ;  after  which 
Dr  Brown,  according  to  previous  appointment,  delivered 
the  following  Address. 

This  Address  was  listened  to  with  much  interest  by 
all  the  Members  of  the  Court ;  and  convinced  that,  by 
the  divine  blessing,  its  extensive  circulation  is  fitted  to 
promote  the  great  object  in  view,  they  unanimously  re- 
quested its  esteemed  author  to  consent  to  its  publication. 

The  Presbytery  next  proceeded  to  consider  the  Re- 
port which  had  been  presented  by  the  Committee ;   and, 


after  long  and  interesting  deliberation,  agreed  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  : — 

1 .  That,  in  all  the  Congregations  in  this  Presbytery, 

district  meetings  for  prayer  shall  be  formed, 
where  they  do  not  already  exist ;  and  shall  be 
carefully  cherished  where  they  are  already  be- 
gun. 

2.  That  devotional  meetings  of  Presbytery  shall  be 

occasionally  held,  when  an  Address,  bearing  on 
the  Duties  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  shall  be 
delivered. 

3.  That  aggregate  meetings  of  neighbouring  Sessions, 

for  Prayer  and  Conference,  be  recommended. 
And, 

4.  That  Members  of  Sessions  he  earnestly  and  affec- 

tionately recommended  to  attend  not  only  the 
ordinary  but  devotional  meetings  of  their  re- 
spective Sessions. 

Such  is  a  record  of  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of 
this  solemn  and  interesting  meeting  of  Presbyteiy, — a 
meeting  which,  we  trust,  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 
Many  of  the  Eldership  gave  an  account  of  what  was  do- 
ing in  their  respective  congregations,  and  expressed  their 
mind  on  the  subject  of  Revival.  One  feeling  seemed  to 
pervade  every  mind, — that  all  had  been  deficient  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties, — that  all  needed  to  be  re- 
vived,— an  earnest  desire,  that  a  Kcvival  from  the  Lord 
should  be  sent  upon  the  churclics,  and  a  firm  resolution 
that  each  would,  in  his  station,  use  the  means  for  obtain- 
ing this  great  object, — that  God  may  be  glorified,  and 
sinners  saved. 

GEO.  JOHNSTON,  Con.  Com. 


PREFACE 


The  following  Address  was  prepared  and  delivered 
at  the  request  of  the  United  Associate  Presbytery 
of  Edinburgh,  and  is  now  published  in  deference  to 
their  judgment.  In  the  Author's  estimation,  the 
Address  of  the  Committee  of  the  United  Associate 
Synod,  and  the  publications  of  Mr  Douglas  and 
Dr  He  UGH,  on  the  Revival  of  Religion,  so  replete 
with  christian  wisdom  and  holy  fervour,  to  say  no- 
thing of  Dr  Sprague's  valuable  volume,  and  the 
excellent  Essays  of  Dr  Pye  Smith,  Dr  Red  ford,  and 
Mr  James,  altogether  superseded  the  necessity,  if 
they  did  not  indicate  the  impropriety,  of  giving  a 
wider  circulation  to  the  following  remarks,  than  w^as 
originally  intended  for  them  :  yet,  if  their  publica- 
tion in  any  degree  contribute  to  the  attainment  of 
the  object  in  view — the  increase  of  '  pure  religion, 
and  undefiled  before  God  and  the  Father,'  he  will 
not  regret  that  he  suffered  his  own  opinion  and  feel- 
ings to  be  overborn  by  the  strongly  expressed  con- 
victions of  his  brethren. 

It  is  right  to  state,  that  as  nothing  more  than  a 


bare  outline  of  the  observations  on  the  symptoms  or 
MANIFESTATIONS  of  a  genuine  revival  of  religion 
was  given  in  the  Address  as  delivered  before  the 
Presbytery,  for  the  sentiments  brought  forward  on 
that  branch  of  the  subject  the  Author  is  solely  re- 
sjjonsible. 

A  studied  silence  respecting  certain  very  interest- 
ing movements  of  a  religious  kind  in  various  parts 
of  our  country  has  been  observed.  That  silence  does 
not  flow  from  apathy  or  hostility ;  but  the  Author 
did  not  feel  himself  qualified  to  pronounce  an  en- 
lightened discriminative  judgment  on  their  charac- 
ter and  results,  and  he  would  equally  deprecate  giv- 
ing sanction  to  delusion,  and  casting  suspicion  on 
the  work  of  God.  The  Master's  command  seemed  to 
be,  '  Judge  nothing  before  the  time.'  Most  heartily 
will  he  rejoice  in  the  descent  of  showers  of  divine  in- 
fluence on  every  district  of  our  country, — on  every 
section  of  the  unhappily  divided  church  of  God  in  it. 
Fondly  does  he  cling  to  the  hope,  that  He  whom 
the  elements  in  the  spiritual  as  well  as  the  physical 
world  own  as  their  master,  has  not  '  commanded 
the  clouds  that  they  rain  no  rain,'  on  the  city  where 
he  dwells,  on  the  congregation  to  which  he  minis- 
ters, and  on  the  denomination  to  which  he  belongs. 
It  is  his  fervent  prayer,  and  he  is  sure  his  brethren 
cordially  join  with  him  in  it,  '  Pour  out  water  on 
us  for  we  are  thirsty ;  pour  out  floods  on  us,  for  we 
are  as  the  dry  ground.  Pour  out  thy  Spirit  on  our 
seed;  pour  out  thy  blessing  on  our  offspring.' 

Bellevue  Terrace,  December  7,  1839. 


MEANS  AND  MANIFESTATIONS 


GENUINE  REVIVAL  OF  RELIGION 


At  your  request,  respected  brethren,  I  lay  before 
you  the  following  cursory  thoughts  on  the  Revival  of 
liELiGiON, — a  subject  most  important  in  itself,  and  at 
present  exciting  so  deep  and  so  extensive  an  interest  in 
the  churclies  of  Christ. 

To  enable  us  to  reply  aright  to  the  practical  questions, 
— Is  the  Revival  of  Religion  desirable  ?  Do  we  stand  in 
need  of  it  i  Is  it  practicable '(  and  if  all  these  ques- 
tions are  answered  in  the  affirmative,  AYhat  means  ought 
we  to  employ  to  obtain.it  i — nothing  will  conduce  more 
than  clear,  accurate  conceptions  of  wliat  a  Revival  of 
Religion  is.  But  there  is  obviously  a  previous  question. 
To  know  what  constitutes  a  Revival  of  Religion,  it 
is  necessary  that  we  distinctly  apprehend  what  the 
thing  to  be  revived,  religion,  is.  Correct  views  of 
this,  which  are  not  so  common  as  Ave  may  be  apt  to 
suppose,  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the  right  understanding 
and  management  of  the  whole  matter. 

Religion  in  its  most  general  form, — is  habitual  thought 
and  feeling  in  reference  to  God  manifesting  themselves 
in  appropriate  conduct.  True  religion  is  habitual  just 
thought, — habitual  right  feeling  in  reference  to  God 
manifesting  themselves  in  appropriate  conduct, — and 
Christian  religion,  which  in  our  estimation  is  the  only 
true  religion,  is  habitual  thought  about  God,  corres- 
ponding to  the  revelation  made  of  his  character  and  will 
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in  the  Christian  Scriptures,  including  under  that  term 
the  whole  inspired  volume, — habitual  feeling  about  God, 
corresponding  to  this  thought, — and  both  expressed  ia 
observing  the  institutions  of  christian  worship,  and  in 
obeying  the  requisitions  of  christian  law. 

This  religion  is  sometimes  spoken  of  as  doctrinal, — 
sometimes  as  experimental, —  sometimes  as  practical. 
These  are  not  separate  things,  but  different  phases  of  the 
same  thing.  True  religion  is  fundamentally  doctrinal. 
Truth  about  God,  understood  and  believed,  is  its  prin- 
ciple. This  gives  it  its  doctrinal  cliaracter.  When 
that  truth  exerts  its  native  influence,  as  it  always  does 
wlien  understood  and  believed,  and  in  the  degree  in 
Avhich  it  is  understood  and  believed,  on  the  affectionate 
and  active, — what  the  accomplished  historian  of  ethical 
science  calls  the  emotive  part  of  our  mental  constitution, 
— then  it  takes  the  character  of  experimental ;  and  when 
our  convictions,  volitions,  and  feelings  embody  them- 
selves in  the  observance  of  christian  ordinances,  and  the 
performance  of  christian  duties,  then  it  takes  the  charac- 
ter of  jiractical. 

Religion,  as  a  principle  in  individual  character, — an 
element  in  general  society, — admits  of  indefinite  groM'th 
or  increase.  It  is  a  perennial  plant,  and  its  nature  is  to 
'  grow  and  multi])ly.'  Tiie  seed  is  imperishable  truth, — 
'  the  word  of  God,  which  liveth  and  abidtth  for  ever,'* — 
and  the  soil  is  the  immortal  mind  of  man,  destined  to 
endless  endura))ce,  and  ca]iable,  from  its  constitution, 
of  endless  increase  in  knowledge,  hohncss,  and  happi- 
ness. In  a  healthy  state  of  the  individual  mind,  or  of 
society,  religion  would  need  no  revival.  There  would 
be  a  constant  regular  increase  of  vitality  and  energy,  but 
no  revival,  for  there  would  be  no  withering,  no  sick- 
ness, no  decay.  Such  is  the  state  of  religion  in  the  minds 
of  individual  saints  in  heaven, — sucli  is  the  state  of  the 
celestial  society.  But  it  is  otherwise  here.  Gwing  to 
man's  depraved  state,  there  is  that  in  the  soil  in  which 
the  heavenly  plant  is  sov/n,  and  in  the  atmosphere  in 
which  it  grows,  that  retards  its  progress, — tliat  often 
threatens  its  extinction.    In  the  individual  mind, — in  so  - 

•   1  Peter  i.  23. 
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ciety,  left  to  the  malignant  influences  of  '  this  present  evil 
■world,' — of  sin  within  and  sin  without,  religion  naturally 
withers  and  would  soon  die.  Hence  the  necessity  of 
what  we  term  Revivals  of  Religion,  both  in  indivi- 
duals and  in  societies. 

The  Revival  of  Religion  is  a  figurative  phrase,  which 
being  not  always  employed  with  precisely  the  same 
reference,  is  of  course  employed  with  a  certain  diver- 
sity of  shades  of  meaning.  It  always  pre-supposes  the 
existence  of  that  which  is  to  be  revived,  in  the  sub- 
ject of  revival.  It  is  used  sometimes  in  reference  to 
an  individual,  sometimes  in  reference  to  a  community. 
When  used  in  reference  to  an  individual,  it  describes 
a  religious  man, — especially  if  he  has  been  stationary 
or  declining  in  religion,  becoming  more  religious;  his 
views  of  Divine  trutli,  in  its  meaning  and  evidence, 
becoming  more  extensive  and  accurate ;  his  holy  volitions 
becoming  more  steady  and  determined;  his  holy  aflf'ec- 
tions  becomino-  more  enlightened  and  ardent ;  his  whole 
conduct  becoming  more  blameless  and  exemplary.  When 
used  in  reference  to  a  community,  it  supposes  the  exist- 
ence of  religion  in  that  community,  but  it  supposes  also 
that  as  an  element  of  the  character  of  the  community, 
it  is  feeble  and  languid  in  comparison  of  what  it  once 
was,  as  well  in  comparison  to  what  it  ought  to  be, — it 
implies  the  origination  as  well  as  the  progress  of  religion 
in  individuals, — bad  men  becoming  good,  as  well  as  a 
good  man  becoming  better.  In  a  church,  or  in  a  na- 
tion, a  Revival  of  Religion  takes  place,  wlien  from  there 
being  few  religious  men,  there  comes  to  be  many  ;  and 
when  the  rehgious  men  already  existing  become  more 
religious  ;  the  sphere  of  the  operation  of  religion  be- 
coming thus  more  extensive,  and  the  influence  of  religion 
within  that  sphere  at  the  same  time  becoming  more  in- 
tense. 

Carrying  these  views  along  with  us,  it  may  now  serve 
a  good  purpose,  tliat,  before  going  further,  we  turn  our 
attention  to  some  of  the  Scriptural  accounts  of  that  state 
of  things  which  we  understand  by  a  Revival  of  Religion. 
These  are  to  be  met  with  in  abundance,  both  in  the  Old 
and  in  the  New  Testament.  A  revival  of  religion  is  not 
a  mere  '  ens  rationis,'  or  a  creature  of  the  imagination ;  it 
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is  a  real  state  of  things  wliicli  has  existed, — which  may 
exist, — which  is  the  subject  both  of  prediction  and  nar- 
rative in  the  Sacred  Yolume.  I  shall  quote  a  few  of 
these  inspired  descriptions. 

We  have  a  beautiful  and  instructive  delineation 
of  a  Religious  Revival  in  the  Ixviitli  and  Ixxxvth 
Psalms  : — '  God  be  merciful  unto  us,  and  bless  us  ;  and 
cause  his  face  to  shine  upon  us.  That  thy  way  may  be 
known  upon  earth,  thy  saving  health  among  all  nations. 
Let  the  people  praise  thee,  O  God ;  let  all  the  people 
praise  thee.  O  let  the  nations  be  glad,  and  sing  for  joy ; 
for  thou  shalt  judge  the  people  righteously,  and  govern 
the  nations  upon  earth.  Let  the  people  praise  thee,  O 
God ;  let  all  the  people  praise  thee.  Then  shall  the 
earth  yield  her  increase ;  and  God,  even  our  God,  shall 
bless  us.  God  shall  bless  us ;  and  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth  shall  fear  him.' — '  Lord,  thou  hast  been  favour- 
able unto  thy  land  :  thou  hast  brought  back  the  cap- 
tivity of  Jacob.  Thou  hast  forgiven  the  iniquity  of 
thy  people :  thou  hast  covered  all  their  sin.  Thou 
hast  taken  away  all  thy  wrath :  thou  hast  turned 
thyself  from  the  fierceness  of  thine  anger.  Turn  us, 
O  God  of  our  salvation,  and  cause  thine  anger  to- 
ward u^  to  cease.  Wilt  thou  be  angry  with  us  for 
ever  ?  wilt  thou  draw  out  thine  anger  to  all  genera  - 
tions  ?  Wilt  thou  not  revive  us  again,  that  thy 
people  may  rejoice  in  thee  ?  Shew  us  thy  mercy,  O 
Lord,  and  grant  us  thy  salvation.  I  will  hear  what 
God  the  Lord  will  speak  :  for  he  will  speak  peace  unto 
his  people,  and  to  his  saints  ;  but  let  them  not  turn  again 
to  folly.  Surely  his  salvation  is  nigh  them  that  fear 
him ;  that  glory  may  dwell  in  our  land.  Mercy  and 
truth  are  met  together  ;  rigliteousness  and  peace  have 
kissed  each  other.  •  Truth  shall  spring  out  of  the  cartli  ; 
and  righteousness  shall  look  down  from  heaven.  Yea, 
the  Lord  shall  give  that  which  is  good  ;  and  our  land 
shall  yield  her  increase.  Righteousness  shall  go  befoi'e 
him,  and  sliall  set  us  in  the  way  of  his  steps.' 

Not  lessl)eautifuland  instructive  is  tliejucture presented 
to  us  in  Psalm  cii.  13-22, — '  Thou  shalt  arise,  and  have 
mercy  upon  Zioii ;  for  the  tisne  to  favour  her,  yea,  tlie 
set  time,  is  come.     For  tliy  servants  take  pleasure  iu 
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lier  stones,  and  fiivour  the  dust  thereof.  So  the  heathen 
shall  fear  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the  kings  of  the 
earth  thy  glory.  When  the  Lord  shall  build  up  Zion, 
he  shall  appear  in  his  glory.  He  will  regard  the  prayer 
of  the  destitute,  and  not  despise  their  prayer.  This  shall 
be  written  for  the  generation  to  come  :  and  the  people 
which  shall  be  created  shall  praise  the  Lord.  For  he 
haih  looked  down  from  the  height  of  his  sanctuary ; 
from  heaven  did  the  Lord  behold  the  earth  ;  To  hear  the 
groaning  of  the  prisoner ;  to  loose  those  that  are  ap- 
pointed to  death  ;  To  declare  the  name  of  the  Lord  in 
Zion,  and  his  praise  in  Jerusalem  ;  When  the  people  are 
gathered  together,  and  the  kingdoms,  to  serve  the  Loi-d.' 
The  statements  of  the  prophets  are  equally  interesting 
and  delightful : — '  Drop  down,  ye  heavens,  from  above, 
and  let  the  skies  pour  down  righteousness ;  let  the  eai'tii 
open,  and  let  them  bring  forth  salvation,  and  let  righte- 
ousness spring  up  together  :  I  the  Lord  have  created  it.'* 
'  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of 
him  that  bringeth  good  tidings,  that  publisheth  peace; 
that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good,  that  publisheth  salva- 
tion ;  tliat  saith  nnto  Zion,  thy  God  reigoetli  !  Thy 
watchmen  shall  lift  up  the  voice ;  with  the  voice  together 
shall  they  sing ;  for  they  shall  see  eye  to  eye,  when  the 
Lord  shall  bring  again  Zion.  Break  forth  into  joy, 
sing  together,  ye  waste  ])laces  of  Jerusalem  :  for  the 
Lord  hath  comforted  his  people,  he  hath  redeemed  Je- 
rusalem. The  Lord  hath  made  bare  his  holy  arm  in  the 
eyes  of  all  the  nations,  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall 
see  the  salvation  of  our  God.  Depart  ye,  depart  ye,  go 
ye  out  from  thence,  touch  no  unclean  thing ;  go  ye  out 
of  the  midst  of  her  ;  be  ye  clean,  that  bear  the  vessels  of 
the  Lord.  For  ye  shall  not  go  out  with  haste,  nor  go 
by  flight :  for  the  Lord  will  go  before  you  ;  and  the 
God  of  Israel  will  be  your  rere-ward.'t  '  Sino-,  O  bar- 
ren, thou  that  didst  not  bear ;  break  forth  into  singing, 
and  cry  aloud,  thou  that  didst  not  travail  with  cliild  ; 
for  more  are  the  children  of  the  desolate  than  the  child- 
ren of  the  married  wife,  saith  the  Lord.  Enlarge  the 
place  of  thy  tent,  and  let  them  stretch  forth  the  curtains 

*  Isaiah  xlv.  8.  f  Isaiah  lii.  7-12. 
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of  thine  habitations :  spare  not,  lengthen  thy  cords,  and 
strengthen  thy  stakes :  for  thou  shalt  break  forth  on 
the  right  hand  and  on  the  left ;  and  thy  seed  sliall  in- 
herit the  Gentiles,  and  make  the  desolate  cities  to  be  in- 
habited. Fear  not;  for  thou  shalt  not  be  ashamed: 
neither  be  thou  confounded  ;  for  thou  shalt  not  be  put 
to  shame  :  for  thou  shalt  forget  the  shame  of  thy  youth, 
and  shalt  not  remember  the  i-eproach  of  thy  -widowhood 
any  more.  For  thy  JMaker  is  thine  husband  ;  tlie  Lord 
of  Hosts  is  his  name  :  and  thy  Redeemer  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel ;  the  God  of  the  whole  earth  shall  he  be  called.'* 
'  Go  and  proclaim  these  words  toward  the  north,  and 
say,  Return,  thou  backsliding  Israel,  saitli  the  Lord, 
and  I  will  not  cause  mine  anger  to  fall  upon  you  :  for 
I  am  merciful,  saith  the  Lord,  and  I  will  not  keep  anger 
for  ever.  Only  acknowledge  thine  iniquity,  that  thou 
hast  transgressed  against  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  hast 
scattered  thy  ways  to  the  strangers  under  every  green 
tree,  and  ye  have  not  obeyed  my  voice,  saith  the  Lord. 
Turn,  O  backsliding  children,  saith  the  Lord ;  for  I  am 
married  unto  you  :  and  I  will  take  you  one  of  a  city, 
and  two  of  a  family,  and  I  will  bring  you  to  Zion  :  and 
I  will  give  you  pastors  according  to  mine  heart,  which 
shall  feed  you  with  knowledge  and  understanding. 
And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  ye  be  multiplied  and 
increased  in  the  land,  in  those  days,  saith  the  Lord,  they 
shall  say  no  more.  The  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  ; 
neither  shall  it  come  to  mind  ;  neither  shall  they  remem- 
ber it ;  neither  shall  they  visit  it ;  neither  shall  that  be 
done  any  raoi-e.  At  tliat  time  they  shall  call  Jerusalem 
the  throne  of  the  Lord  ;  and  all  the  nations  shall  be 
gathered  unto  it,  to  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  Jerusalem  ; 
neither  shall  they  walk  any  more  after  the  imagination 
of  their  evil  heart.  In  those  days  the  house  of  Judah 
shall  walk  Avitli  the  house  of  Israel,  and  they  shall  come 
together  out  of  the  land  of  the  north,  to  the  land  that  I 
have  given  for  an  inheritance  unto  your  fathers.  But 
I  said,  How  shall  I  put  thee  among  tlie  cliildiTn, 
and  give  thee  a  pleasant  land,  a  goodly  lieritage  of  the 
hosts  of  nations.     And    I    said,  Thou  shalt  call   me, 

•  Isa.  liv.  1-5. 
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My  father  ;  and  slialt  not  turn  away  from  me.  Sure  • 
ly,  as  a  wife  troaclicrously  dcparteth  from  her  hus- 
band, so  have  ye  dealt  treacherously  with  me,  0  house 
of  Israel,  saith  tlic  Lord.  A  voice  was  heard  upon  the 
high  places,  -sveeping  and  supplications  of  the  children 
of  Israel ;  for  they  have  perveited  their  way,  and  they 
have  forgotten  the  Lord  their  God.  Return,  ye  back- 
sliding children,  and  I  will  heal  your  backslidings. 
Behold,  we  come  unto  thee ;  for  thou  art  tlie  Lord 
our  God.  Truly  in  vain  is  Salvation  hoped  for  frcm 
the  hills,  and  from  the  multitude  of  mountains  :  truly 
in  the  Lord  our  God  is  the  salvation  of  Israel.'  * 
'  Then  will  I  sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  shall 
bo  clean  :  from  all  your  filthiness,  and  from  all  your 
idols,  will  I  cleanse  you.  A  new  heart  also  will  I  give 
you,  and  a  new  spirit  will  I  put  within  you  :  and  I  will 
take  away  the  stony  heart  out  of  your  flesh,  andl  v.-ill  give 
you  an  heart  of  flesh.  And  I  will  put  my  Spirit  Avithin 
you,  and  cause  you  to  walk  in  my  statutes  ;  and  ye  shall 
keep  my  judgments,  and  do  them.  And  ye  sliall  dwell 
in  the  land  that  I  gave  to  your  fathers ;  and  ye  shall  be 
my  people,  and  I  will  be  your  God.  I  will  also  save 
you  from  all  your  uncleanncsses  :  and  I  will  call  for  the 
corn,  and  will  increase  it,  and  lay  no  famine  upon  you. 
And  I  will  multij^ly  the  fruit  of  the  tree,  and  the  increase 
of  thefield,  that  ye  shall  receive  no  more  reproach  of  famine 
among  the  heathen.  Then  shall  ye  remember  your  own 
evil  ways,  and  your  doings  that  were  not  good,  and  shall 
loathe  yourselves  in  your  own  sight,  for  your  iniquities, 
and  for  your  abominations.  Not  for  your  sakes  do  I  tliis, 
saith  the  Lord  God,  be  it  known  unto  you  :  be  ashamed 
and  confounded  for  your  own  ways,  O  house  of  Israel.' + 
'  I  will  heal  their  backslidings,  I  will  love  them  freely  : 
for  mine  anger  is  turned  away  from  him.  I  will  be  as 
the  dew  unto  Israel :  he  shall  grow  as  the  lily,  and  cast 
forth  his  roots  as  Lebanon.  His  branches  shall  spread, 
and  his  beauty  shall  be  as  the  olive-tree,  and  his  smell  as 
Lebanon.  They  that  dwell  under  his  shadow  shall  re- 
turn ;  they  shall  revive  as  the  corn,  and  grow  as  the 
vine :  the  scent  thereof  shall  be  as  the  wine  of  Leba- 

*  Jer.  iii.  12-23.  +  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25-32. 
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non.'*  '  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  afterwarfl,  that  I 
will  ])our  out  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh ;  and  your  sons 
and  your  daughters  shall  prophesy,  your  old  men  shall 
dream  dreams,  your  young  men  sliall  see  visions  :  and 
also  upon  the  servants  and  u]ion  the  handmaids,  in  those 
days,  will  I  pour  out  my  Spirit. — And  it  shall  come  to 
pass,  that  whosoever  shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord 
sliall  be  delivered  :  for  in  mount  Zion  and  in  Jerusalem 
shall  be  deliverance,  as  the  Lord  hath  said,  and  in  the 
remnant  whom  the  Lord  shall  call.'t 

Let  us  now  look  at  some  of  the  New  Testament  de- 
scriptions of  a  revival  of  religion.  It  is  a  revival  of  re- 
ligion that  the  apostle  Paul  prays  for  to  the  Ephesian 
church  in  tliese  burning  words :  '  Wherefore  I  also, 
after  I  heard  of  your  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
love  unto  all  the  saints,  cease  not  to  give  thanks  for 
you,  making  mention  of  you  in  my  prayers  ;  that  the 
God  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  glory,  may 
give  unto  you  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation,  in 
the  knowledge  of  him :  the  eyes  of  your  understanding- 
being  enliglitened  ;  that  ye  may  know  what  is  the  hope 
of  his  calling,  and  what  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  his 
inheritance  in  the  saints,  and  what  is  the  exceeding 
greatness  of  his  power  to  us-ward  who  believe,  accord- 
ing to  the  working  of  his  mighty  power.' — '  That  lie 
would  grant  you,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  glory,  to 
be  strengthened  witli  might  by  his  Spiint  in  the  inner 
man  ;  that  Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith  ; 
that  ye,  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  inay  be  able 
to  comprehend  with  all  saints  what  is  the  breadth,  and 
length,  and  depth,  and  height  ;  and  to  know  the  love  of 
Christ,  which  passeth  knowledge,  that  ye  might  be  filled 
with  all  tlie  fulness  of  God.'  ^ 

It  is  the  same  blessing  he  supplicates  for  the 
Philippian  church  :  '  And  this  I  pray,  tliat  your  love 
may  ai)ound  yet  more  and  more  in  knowledge,  and  in 
all- judgment ;  that  ye  may  approve  things  that  arc 
excellent ;  that  ye  may  be  sincei'e  and  without  offence 
till  the   day  of  Christ ;  being   filled  with  the  fruits  of 

*  Hos.  xiv.  4-7.  t  Joel  ii.  28,  29,  32. 
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righteousness,  which  ai'c  by  Jesus  Christ,  unto  the 
glory  and  praise  of  God.'*  And  to  the  Colossians: 
'  For  this  cause  we  also,  since  the  day  Ave  heard  it, 
do  not  cease  to  pray  for  you,  and  to  desire  that  ye 
might  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  his  will,  in  all 
wisdom  and  spiritual  understanding :  that  ye  might 
walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  unto  all  pleasing,  being  fruit- 
ful in  every  good  work,  and  increasing  in  the  knowledge 
of  God ;  strengthened  with  all  might  according  to  his 
glorious  power,  unto  all  patience  and  long-suffering  witli 
joyfulness ;  giving  thanks  unto  the  Father,  which  hath 
made  us  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the 
saints  in  light ;  Avho  hath  delivered  us  from  the  poAver 
of  darkness,  and  hath  translated  us  into  the  kingdom  of 
his  dear  Son.'  t 

It  is  a  revived  state  of  religion  which  Peter  prays 
for,  for  those  who  had  received  like  precious  faith 
with  the  apostles  :  '  Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied 
unto  you  through  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  Jesus 
our  Lord,  according  as  his  divine  power  hath  given 
unto  us  all  things  that  pertain  unto  life  and  godliness, 
through  the  knowledge  of  him  that  hath  called  us  to 
glory  and  vu'tue  :  Avhereby  are  given  unto  us  exceed- 
ing great  and  precious  promises  ;  that  by  these  ye  might 
be  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  having  escaped  the 
corruption  that  is  in  the  world  through  lust.  And  be- 
sides this,  giving  all  diligence,  add  to  your  faith,  virtue  ; 
and  to  virtue,  knowledge;  and  to  knowledge,  temper- 
ance ;  and  to  temperance,  patience ;  and  to  patience, 
godliness  ;  and  to  godliness,  brotherly  kindness  ;  and  to 
brotherly  kindness,  charity.  For  if  these  things  be  in 
you,  and  abound,  they  make  you  that  ye  shall  neither 
be  barren  nor  unfruitful  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  But  he  that  lacketh  these  things,  is  blind, 
and  cannot  see  far  off,  and  hath  forgotten  that  he  was 
purged  from  his  old  sins.  »  Wherefore  the  rather,  breth- 
ren, give  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  election 
sure  :  for  if  ye  do  these  things,  ye  shall  never  fall ;  for 
so  an  entrance  shall  be  ministered  unto  you  abundantly, 
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into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ.' "' 

From  all  these  passages  of  Scripture,  it  is  evident  that 
a  revived  state  of  religion  is  just  equivalent  to  the  ex- 
tensive and  powerful  efficacy  of  Divine  truth  understood 
and  believed,  nnder  Divine  influence  making  men  holy 
and  happy  themselves,  and  active  in  making  others  holy 
and  happy.  Is  not  this  desirable  ?  Do  we  not  very 
much  need  it  ?  Can  we,  after  reading  these  '  exceeding 
gi'eat  and  precious  promises,'  have  any  doubt  that  it  is 
attainable  ?  and  if  we  can  have  no  doubt  on  these  sub- 
jects, surely  we  can  have  as  little  as  to  the  means  we 
ought  to  employ  in  order  to  secure  such  a  revival  to  our- 
selves, to  our  families,  to  our  congregations,  to  our  neigh- 
bourliood,  to  our  country,  to  tlie  church  generally,  to 
the  world.  It  must  all  come  from  God,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  his  word,  and  by  the  agency  of  his 
Spirit.  Truth  and  its  evidence  must  be  brought  before 
the  mind,  and  kept  before  the  mind.  In  the  degree  in 
which  this  is  done,  in  any  individual  case,  there  will  be 
a  living  state  of  religion  in  that  man's  mind.  Divine 
influence  accompanying  the  appropriate  means  is  neces- 
sary, and  is  sufficient  for  this  purpose.  Divine  influence 
to  accompany  and  render  effectual  DiA^ne  truth,  is  pro- 
mised to  believing,  fervent,  persevering  prayer. 

The  whole  subject  is  now  before  you.  The  object  sought 
is  to  make  men  holy  and  happy, — holier  and  happier. 
Divine  truth,  Divine  influence  can,  alone  can,  produce 
this  effect.  Truth  and  its  evidence  is  to  be  found  in 
the  Bible,  and  is  to  be  brought  before  and  kept  before 
our  own  minds,  and  the  minds  of  others,  by  means  suited 
to  our  rational  nature.  Divine  influence  is  to  be  had  for 
the  asking, — if  we  do  not  '  ask  amiss.'  Instruction  and 
devotion, — study  and  prayer, — the  Bible,  and  our  knees  ; 
there,  there  is  the  tlieory  of  true  Religious  Revivals, — 
tliere,  there  is  the  simple  divhiely-appointcd  apparatus 
for  procuring  tliem. 

We  might  k  ave  the  matter  here,  but  I  apprehend  some 
good  purposes  may  be  served  by  our  looking  somewhat 

•  2  Pet.  i.  2-11. 
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attentively  on  the  inspired  narrative  of  the  great  revival 
of  religion  with  wliich  the  neAv  economy  commenced,  of 
which  we  have  an  account  in  the  second  chapter  of  the 
Acts  of  tlie  Apostles.  That  was  a  glorious  revival  of 
religion,  in  both  senses  of  the  term.  Bad  men  were  made 
good.  Good  men  were  made  better.  The  churcli  "was 
at  once  enlarged  and  improved.  Three  thousand  con- 
verted by  one  sermon  !  Ah!  are  there  not  some  of  us 
who,  during  a  ministry  of  thirty  or  forty  years,  have 
preached  three  or  four  tlionsand  sermons,  without  having 
any  thing  like  distinct  evidence  that  those  converted 
through  our  instrumentality,  amount  to  a  tithe  of  the 
harvest  of  souls  reaped  by  Peter  on  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost. It  may  be  worth  our  wliile  to  attend  a  little  to 
the  MEANS  and  symptoms  of  that  revival.  I  believe  that 
here,  as  w-ell  as  every  where  else  in  Scripture,  we  will 
find  that  '  the  things  written  afore  time,  were  Avritten  for 
our  learning ;' '■■  and  this  passage  of  '  Scripture,  given  by 
inspiration  of  God,'  will  be  found,  I  trust,  '  profitable  for 
doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in 
righteousness.'  t 

It  may  be  said,  the  whole  affair  was  miraculous, — a 
thing  to  be  devoutly  wondered  at,  but,  from  its  very 
miraculous  character,  utterly  unfit  to  be  appealed  to  as 
a  precedent.  I  readily  admit  there  was  miracle,  most 
glorious  miracle,  in  the  transaction  ;  but  I  maintain  that 
the  conversion  and  the  edification  of  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost, were  only  indirectly  influenced  by  what  was  mira- 
culous; and  I  hope  to  make  it  evident,  that  so  far  as 
the  saving  effects  produced  on  that  day  were  referable 
to  the  miracle,  our  circumstances  and  theirs  are  not  so 
different  as  at  first  sight  they  may  appear.  The  con- 
version of  the  three  thousand,  and  tlie  prodigious  im  - 
provement  of  spiritual  character  of  the  apostles  on  the 
Day  of  Pentecost,  were  produced  directly  in  the  same 
way  as  conversion  and  spiritual  edification  have  always 
been  produced, — by  Divine  truth  understood  and  believ- 
ed under  Divine  influence.  All  that  the  miracle  did  was 
this, — it  qualified  the  apostles  to  make  the  clear  statement 
of  the  trutli  which  they  did  make,  and  for  accompanying 

*  Rom.  XV.  4.  t  2  Tim,  iii.  ]G. 
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it  with  appropriate  anrl  satisfactory  evidence ;  and  it 
roused  the  attention,  it  rivetted  the  minds  of  those  to 
whom  that  statement  was  made.  It  was  the  truth  stated, 
understood,  and  beheved,  under  the  same  kind  of  influence 
by  which  faith  has  been  produced  in  all  ages,  which  con- 
verted the  sinner,  and  edified  the  apostle.  And  that  truth 
»  did  not  die  with  them, — it  was  rendered  permanent  in 
their  writings  ;  and  the  miracle,  as  recorded  and  substan 
tiated  by  abundant  testimony,  remains,  as  well  as  the 
truth  of  v.hich  it  is  the  evidence.  In  this  way  we  have  the 
Holy  Spirit,  who  was  shed  forth  on  Pentecost,  in  our 
Bibles ;  and  all  that  was  peculiar  to  that  day,  is  seen  to 
have  been  intended  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
witnessed  it,  but  of  the  whole  Christian  Church  through- 
out the  earth,  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

I.  Let  us  now  look  at  the  means  by  which  this  great 
Revival  Avas  accomplished.  These  means  may  be 
viewed  as  cither  direct  or  indirect,  immediate  or  remote. 
With  regard  to  the  direct  and  immediate  means,  they 
were  the  statement  of  Divine  truth,  and  the  communi- 
cation of  Divine  influence.  With  regard  to  the  indirect 
and  remote  means,  they  were  fit  preparation  on  the 
part  of  the  apostles,  by  the  communication  of  the  miracu- 
lous gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  qualifying  them  to  state  and 
prove  the  truth,  and  the  believing,  fervent,  persevering 
prayers  of  the  apostles,  and  other  believers.  Let  us 
look  at  these  means,  and  see  if  they  are  not  indeed  sub- 
stantially the  means,  we  ought  to  emi^loy  in  seeking  a 
revival  of  religion. 

1.  (1.)  The  first  of  the  direct  and  immediate  means, 
was  the  statement  of  truth,  and  its  evidence  ;  I  refer  to 
Peter's  sermon.""'  Now,  let  us  inquire  into  the  matter  and 
manner,  the  subject  and  style  of  this  sermon,  which  was 
followed  by  such  remarkable  consequences.  Its  substance 
was  that  of  all  the  apostolical  sermons — '  repentance,'  or 
change  of  mind,  '  towards  God,  and  faith,'  or  the  belief  of 
the  truth  '  in  reference  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.'t  It  was 
a  statement  of  their  guilt  and  depravity,  and  danger  as 
sinners,  agaiu.st  a  Holy  and  Just  God,  and  a  proclauia- 

•  Acts  ii.  U-36.  t  Acts  xx.  21. 
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tion  of  free  forgiveness  and  full  salvation  through  Jesus 
Clirist,  the  Just  One,  who,  in  the  room  of  the  unjust, 
had  died  like  a  felonious  slave  on  the  cross,  but  who 
now  reigned  on  high,  '  Lord  of  all,'  a  '  Prince  and  a 
Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  remission  of  sins.'*  And 
this  statement  was  confirmed  by  an  appeal  to  Old  Testa- 
ment prophecy,  accurately  fulfilled,  and  to  the  miracu- 
lous descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  With  regard  to  its 
manner,  it  was  very  plain, — a  clear  statement  of  facts. 
It  was  argumentative,  but  the  argument  was  extremely 
simple  ;  it  was  an  appeal  to  what  was  to  be  read  in  the 
Bible,  what  they  were  conscious  of  in  their  own  minds, 
what  they  had  '  seen  with  their  eyes,  and  heard  with  their 
ears.'  It  was  very  faithful  preaching,  charging  their 
heinous  guilt  home  on  them.  It  was  in  the  form  of  direct 
particular  address.  It  is  not  a  dissertation  about  the  way 
of  salvation,  but  an  exhortation  to  every  one  of  them 
to  believe  the  gospel,  and  in  the  belief  of  the  gospel  re- 
ceive the  Saviour  and  his  salvation.  The  fulness  and 
the  freedom  of  that  salvation  were  placed  in  a  very  pro- 
minent light.  As  JohnBunyan  says,  '  The  sermon  was 
to  the  worst  of  the  Jerusalem  sinners,  even  to  the  mur- 
derers of  Jesus  Christ.  Peter  said  to  them,  without  the 
least  stick  or  stop,  or  pause  of  spirit  as  to  whether  he  had 
best  say  so  or  not,  "  Repent  and  be  baptized,  every  one  of 
you  ;  I  shut  out  never  a  one  of  you,  for  I  am  command- 
ed by  my  Lord  to  deal  with  you  one  by  one,  by  the 
word  of  his  salvation  ;  repent  every  one  of  you,  for  the 
remission  of  sins  ;  and  you  shall  every  one  of  you  receive 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost." '  t 

*  Acts  V.  31. 

■f  The  close  of  Bunyan's  favourite  sermon  on  '  Beginning  a^ 
Jerusalem,'  is  a  fine  specimen  of  really  effective  gospel  preaching. 
He  supposes  some  of  Peter's  hearers,  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost, 
unable  to  credit  the  glad  tidings  in  reference  to  themselves  : — 
'  1st  Objector.  But  I  was  one  of  those  who  plotted  to  take  away 
his  life  ;  may  I  be  saved  by  him  ?  Peter.  Every  one  of  you  ! 
2d  Objector.  But  I  was  one  of  those  who  bare  false  witness 
against  him  ;  is  there  grace  for  me  ?  Peter.  For  every  one  of 
you  !  3d  Objector.  But  I  was  one  of  those  th^  cried  out, 
Crucify,  crucify  liim,  and  that  desired  that  Barabbas  the  miir- 
derer  might  live  ;  what  will  become  of  me,  think  you  1  Peter. 
I  am  to  preach  remission  of  sins  to  every  one  of  you  !     4th  Ob- 
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Now,  my  brethren,  it  is  preaching,  and  it  is  this  kind 
of  preaching,  which  in  every  age,  is  in  its  own  nature 
fitted,  and  by  the  Divine  appointment  constituted,  to 
be  the  means  of  originating  and  improving  true  religion 
in  the  human  heart, — of  producing  and  extending  holy 
happiness  among  men.  Do  we  wish  to  be  honoured  to  be 
instruments  in  the  hand  of  God  for  this  purpose  ?  We 
must  endeavour,  by  the  '  manifestation  of  the  truth  to 
every  man's  conscience,'  to  convince  him  that  he  is  a 

JECTOE.  But  I  was  oue  of  those  who  did  spit  on  his  face,  when  he 
stood  before  his  accusers,  and  oue  that  mocked  him,  when  in 
anguish  he  hung  bleeding  on  the  tree  ;  is  there  room  for  me  ! 
Peter.  For  every  one  of  you  !  5th  Objector.  But  I  was  one  of 
them  who  in  his  extremity  said,  "  Give  him  gall  and  vinegar 
to  drink  ;"  why  may  I  not  expect  the  same,  when  guilt  and 
anguish  are  come  upon  me  ?  Peter.  Repent  of  these  wicked- 
nesses, and  here  is  remission  of  sins  for  every  one  of  you  !  6th 
Objector.  But  I  railed  on  him,  reviled  him,  hated  him,  and  rejoic- 
ed to  see  him  mocked  at  by  others  ;  can  there  be  hope  for  me  1 
Peter.  There  is,  for  every  one  of  you  ! ' — '  All  this  shows  us  how 
to  make  a  right  judgment  of  the  heart  of  Christ,  and  also  of  the 
heart  of  him  who  sent  him.  There  is  nothing  more  common,  to 
men  that  are  awake  in  their  souls,  than  wrong  thoughts  of  God, 
which  i^inch  and  pin  up  his  mercy  to  scanty  and  beggarly  con- 
clusions, and  rigid  legal  conditions  ;  supposing  it  a  rude  trenching 
on  his  majesty  to  come  ourselves,  or  invite  others,  until  we  have 
scraped,  and  rubbed,  and  washed  ourselves,  somewhat  orderly  and 
handsome  in  his  sight.  Such  never  knew  what  "  Begin  at  J  eru- 
salem"  meant.' — '  Wherefore,  sinner,  be  ruled  by  me  in  this  mat- 
ter :  feign  not  thyself  another  man,  if  thou  hast  been  a  vile  sin- 
ner. Go  in  thy  own  colours  to  Jesus  Christ.  Put  thyself  among 
the  most  vile,  and  let  him  alone,  to  put  thee  among  the  children. 
Thou  art,  as  it  were,  called  by  name,  to  come  in  for  mercy.  Thou 
mau  of  Jerusalem,  hearken  to  thy  call  !  Men  in  courts  of  judi- 
cature do  so,  and  shoulder  through  the  crowd,  saying,  "  Pray 
give  way,  I  am  called  into  the  court."  Why  then  standest  thou 
still  ?  "  Begin  at  Jerusalem,"  is  thy  call  and  authority  to  come. 
Wherefore  up,  man,  and  shoulder  it  !  Say,  "  Stand  aside,  devil ! 
Christ  calls  me.  Stand  away,  unbelief  !  Christ  calls  mo.  Stand 
away,  ail  my  discouraging  apprehensions  ;  for  my  Saviour  calls 
me  to  him  to  receive  mercy."  Men  will  do  thus  in  courts  below. 
Why  not  thus  approach  the  court  above  ?  Christ,  as  he  sits  on 
the  tliruue  of  grace,  pointcth  over  the  heads  of  thousands  directly 
to  such  a  Wan,  and  says.  Come  !  Wherefore,  since  He  says 
come,  let  the  angels  make  a  lane,  and  all  men  make  room,  that 
the  Jerusalem  sinner  may  come  to  Christ  for  mercy !' — Philips' 
"i^fe  and  Times  of  Bunyan.     Pp.  330,  331. 
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sinner, — shutting  his  month,  ohhging  him  to  bring  in 
himself  guilty  before  God.  And  we  must  '  set  forth 
Jesus,  the  propitiation ;'  we  must  '  determine  to  know 
nothing  but  Jesus,  and  him  crucified.'  AVe  must  'declare, 
first  of  all,  that  which  first  of  all  we  have  received,  that 
He  died  for  our  sins,  according  to  the  scriptures,  and  that 
he  rose  again  the  third  day,  according  to  the  scriptures  ;' 
that  'his  blood  cleanseth  from  all  sin,'  and  that '  he  is  able 
to  save  to  the  uttermost.'  *  We  must  confirm  the  truth 
by  the  evidence  with  which  scripture  furnishes  us.  We 
must  endeavour  to  bring  men  to  repentance, — to  a 
change  of  mind  about  God,  by  proving  that  their  views 
of  his  character  are  false,  and  presenting  them  with  true 
views,  along  with  plain  evidence  that  they  are  true 
views.  AVe  must  endeavour  to  bring  them  to  faith  in 
Christ, — the  belief  of  the  truth  respecting  Christ,  by 
stating  to  them  that  truth,  and  showing  them  that  it  is 
the  truth.  And  all  tnis  must  be  done,  like  Peter,  in  a 
plain,  scriptural,  affectionate  manner.  When  a  person 
looks  at  a  great  deal  of  what  passes  for  christian  preach- 
ing, and  compares  it  with  Peter's  sermon,  it  seems  a 
totally  different  thing, — he  wonders  how  tilings  so  dis- 
similar should  receive  the  same  name,  but  he  does  not 
wonder  that  things  so  very  dissimilar  should  not  pro- 
duce the  same  effects. 

(2.)  The  second  direct  and  immediate  means  of  this 
revival  of  religion,  was  the  communication  of  Divine 
influence.  Peter's  sermon,  excellent  as  it  was,  both  in 
substance  and  in  form,  could  not  of  itself  have  produced 
the  effects  which  followed.  The  sermon  miglit  have 
been  preached  without  being  believed,  and  in  this  case 
it  would  not  have  profited.  There  would  have  been  no 
'  pricking'  to  the  heai't,t — there  would  have  been  no 
peace  with  God  and  holy  joy.  He  who  opened  Ijydia's 
heart,  opened  the  hearts  of  the  converts  of  Pentecost,^ 
— fixed  their  minds,  and  kept  them  fixed,  on  the  truth 
and  its  evidence,  so  tliat  they  could  not  but  believe  it, 
and  believing  it,  dez'ive  from  it  the  conviction,  or  the 


•  Rom.  iii.  25  ;  1  Cor.  ii.  2     xv.  3,  4  ;  1  John  i.  1  ;  Heb.  vii.  25. 
t  Acts  ii.  37.  X  Acts  xvi.  14. 
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peace,  or  the  joy,    it  was  intended  and  calculated  to 
communicate. 

And  it  is  so  still.  '  Paul  plants,  Apollos  waters, — 
God  gives  the  increase.'"'  The  gospel,  though  preach- 
ed in  its  primitive  simplicity,  will  not  be  '  the  power 
of  God  to  salvation'  to  any,  unless  it  be  '  preached  with 
the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven, — for  without 
this  it  w-ill  not  be  believed ;  and  an  unbeHeved  gospel, 
but  for  the  awful  responsibility  it  brings  with  it,  is 
just  equivalent  to  an  unproclaimed  gospel.  Apostolical 
preaching  was  effectual  only  '  through  God,'  t — through 
Divine  influence ;  and  is  it  at  all  to  be  wondered  at — 
ought  it  ever  to  be  forgotten — that  our  preaching  must 
be  inefffctual  without  this  influence  ?  The  only  preach- 
ing likely  to  be  honoured  by  God  as  the  instrument 
of  spiritual  good,  is  ])reaching  in  which  this  is  dis- 
tinctly recognized.  ]Men  setting  about  the  conversion  of 
sinners  as  if  it  was  something  -which  they  by  their  clear 
statements,  and  cogent  arguments,  and  persuasive  elo- 
quence, can  accomplish,  are  not  very  likely  to  succeed 
in  a  work  in  which,  above  all  his  works,  it  is  God's 
purpose  to  stain  the  pride  of  all  human  glory.  It  is 
pre-eminently  His  work.  In  the  new  creation,  '  all 
things  are  of  God.'     After  all  that  man  can  say, 

*  Tlie  still  small  voice  is  wanted.     He  must  speak 
Whose  word  leaps  forth  at  once  into  effect, 
Who  calls  for  tilings  that  arc  not,  and  they  come.' 

Yes  : 

'  The  transformation  of  apostate  man 
From  fool  to  wise,  from  earthly  to  divine, 
Is  work  for  him  who  made  him.'  J 

It  is  his  purpose  '  that  no  flesh,'  in  this  matter,  '  should 
glory  in  his  presence.'  '  In  that  day  the  lofty  looks  of 
man  shall  be  humbled,  and  the  haughtiness  of  men  shall 
be  bowed  down,  and  the  Lord  alone  shall  bo  exalted.'  § 
2.  AVith  I'egard  to  the  indirect  and  remote  means  of 
this  great  revival,  they,  like  the  direct  and  innuediato 
means,    are  two  in  number: — Fit  preparation    on  the 

*  1  Cor.  iii.  6.  +  dvvara  tco  0«co.    2  Cor.  x.  4. 

:):  Cowper.  §  1  Cor.  i.  29  ;  Isa.  ii.  H. 
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l>art  of  the  apostles  for  stating  and  proving  the  truth  ; 
and  believing,  fervent,  persevering  prayer,  on  the  part 
both  of  the  apostles  and  of  other  Christians. 

(1.)  The  preparation  of  the  apostles  was  of  a  two- 
fold kind  ;  the  extraordinary  miraculous  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  tlie  ordinary  sanctifying  influences  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Till  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  the  apos- 
tles had  very  imperfect  views  of  divine  truth.  They 
very  ill  imderstood  the  doctrine  of  the  kingdom.  AVith 
regard  to  some  of  the  most  characteristic  principles  of 
Christianity,  when  our  Lord  revealed  them  in  what  we 
think  plain  language,  '  they  understood  not  the  saying, 
and  they  were  afraid  to  ask  him.' *  '  I  have  many  things 
to  say  unto  you,'  said  our  Ijord,  '  but  ye  cannot  bear 
them  now.'t  Even  after  his  resurrection,  they  were  'slow 
of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  prophets  had  spoken  ;' 
and  when  he  commanded  them  to  '  go  into  all  the  world, 
to  preach  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  in  his  name 
among  all  nations,'  he  commanded  them  also  to  '  tarry  at 
Jerusalem'  till  they  should  be  '  endued  with  power  from 
on  high,'  in  consequence  of  his  sending  '  the  promise  of 
the  Father  upon  them.'  |  At  the  appointed  season,  he  did 
send  them  the  Holy  Ghost — the  Paraclete — their  in- 
structor, monitor,  and  comforter.  He  took  of  the  things 
of  Christ,  and  showed  them  to  them.  He  brought  all 
things  to  their  remembrance,  making  them  understand 
clearly  what,  when  spoken,  they  understood  but  imper- 
fectly, if  at  all.  '  The  mystery  kept  secret  from  former 
ages  and  generations,  was  made  manifest  to  them.'  §  They 
clearly,  fully,  understood,  the  Doctrine  of  the  Kingdom ; 
and  what  they  were  made  clearly  to  understand,  they  were 
enabled  clearly  to  communicate. 

Thus  were  they  furnished  with  the  message  ;  but  they 
were  furnished  not  only  with  the  message,  but  with  evi- 
dence that  it  was  a  message  from  Heaven.  The  Holy 
Spirit  bore  testimony  to  the  word  of  grace,  not  only  to  the 
apostles,  by  miraculous  and  inward  gifts  bestowed  on 
them,  but  to  all  who  heard  them,  by  miraculous  powers 
conferred  on  them,  by  which  they  were  enabled  to  do  such 

•  Mark  ix.  32.  t  John  xvi.  12. 

t  Luke  xxiv.  46-49.  §  Romans  xvi.  25,  26. 
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works  as  no  man  could  do  except  God  were  witli  him. 
And  besides  all  this,  the  truth,  under  the  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  produced  its  sanctifying  effects  on  their 
minds,  filling  them  with  hope,  and  joy,  and  fortitude, 
and  zeal,  and  tender  sympathy,  thus  qualifying  them 
to  declare  the  truth  in  the  way  most  fitted  to  secure 
it  making  its  proper  impression  on  the  minds  of  those 
who  heard  them. 

Now,  we  are  not  warranted  to  expect  preparation 
exactly  of  the  same  kind  ;  but  we  are  not  only  war- 
ranted, but  we  are  under  powerful  obligations,  to  seek 
what,  in  onr  circumstanc; ::,  is  fit  preparation ;  and, 
without  this,  we  cannot  reasonably  hope  to  be  honoured 
as  the  instruments  of  bringing  about  a  revived  state  of  reli- 
gion. I  have  already  stated  that  the  residts  of  the  mira- 
culous operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  minds  of  the 
apostles,  are  embodied  in  the  apostolical  writings.  There 
we  have  the  testimony  the  Iloly  Ghost  gave  them  to 
utter, — there  we  have  a  plain,  well  autlienticatcd  accoxmt 
of  the  '  signs  and  wonders,  and  divers  miracles  and  gifts 
of  the  Holy  Gb.ost,'*  by  which  that  testimony  was  con- 
firmed. The  minister  of  the  gospel  must  make  himself 
well  acquainted  with  this  testimony  and  this  evidence. 
He  must  study  it  till  '  the  mind  of  Christ,'  which  the 
apostles  had,  is  transfused  into  his  mind.  He  must 
study  the  evidence  they  bring  forward,  both  from  the 
Old  Testament  scriptures  and  froia  miracles,  till  he  is 
brought,  like  the  apostle,  to  say,' — '  I  believe,  and  there- 
fore I  speak.'  It  is  not  enough  that  he  get  familiar  with 
some  human  systematized  view  of  the  principles  and  evi- 
dence of  Christianity.  He  must  go  to  the  fountain.  He 
must  seek  to  get  liis  own  mind  brought  into  close  contact 
with  God's  n)ind  there,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  bring 
the  mind  of  others  into  contact  with  it.  He  must  seek 
so  to  know  the  truth,  that  he  may  be  able  to  say  with 
the  apostles,  when  declaring  the  gospel  testimony,  not 
merely — '  These  things  do  we  declare  to  you,  that  ye  may 
liave  fellowship  with  us' — tliat  ye  may  think  and  feel  as 
we  do  on  tliese  subjects  ;  but  also, — '  Truly  our  fellow- 
sliip  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jesus  Christ.'t 

•  II eb.  ii.  4.  t  1  John  i.  3. 
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It  is  not  superficial  harangues,  nor  is  it  deep  abstract  dis- 
quisitions about  Christianity,  but  it  is  discourses  which 
are  the  result  of  this  deep  study  of  the  mind  of  Christ, 
as  unfolded  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  the  apostles, — it  is 
what  has  been  happily  termed,  '  the  cordial  commimica- 
tion  of  vitalized  christian  truth,'  ""'  which  God  is  to 
honour  as  the  vehicle  of  that  influence  which  is  to 
sanctify  and  save  men.  And  in  addition  to,  in  close 
connexion  with,  this  kind  of  preparation,  must  be  the 
seeking  to  have  the  whole  character  transformed  by  '  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,'  that  the  gospel  and  its  evidence, 
as  to  be  found  in  the  apostolic  writings,  may  not  merely 
be  with  us  a  subject  of  clear,  distinct,  intellectual  appre- 
hension, but  that,  knowing  and  being  sure  of  it,  we  may 
be  animated  by  its  holy,  heavenly,  benignant  spirit,  and 
be,  as  it  were,  living  '  epistles  of  Jesus  Christ,  seen  and 
read  of  all  men.' 

(2.)  The  second  indirect  and  remote  means  of  the 
great  revival  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  was  the  believing, 
fervent,  persevering  prayers  of  the  apostles  and  other 
Christians.  The  wonders  of  Pentecost  were  closely  con- 
nected with  the  employment,  in  which  the  apostles  and 
their  companions  had  been  engaged  since  that  day  their 
Lord  '  led  them  out  as  far  as  Bethany,  and  lifted  up  his 
hands  and  blessed  them ;  and  v/hile  he  blessed  them 
was  parted  from  them,  and  carried  up  into  heaven. 'f 
Returning  to  Jerusalem,  '  they  went  up  into  an  upper 
room,  and  continued,  with  one  accord,  in  prayer  and 
supplication  Avith  the  women,  and  Mary,  the  mother  of 
Jesus,  and  with  his  brethren.':};  The  great  revival  was 
the  answer  of  these  prayers.  They  prayed  for  the  pro- 
raised  Spirit,  and  for  the  glorious  effects  which  were  to 
How  from  his  being  given.  The  qualifications  for  the 
work,  and  the  success  of  the  work,  were  equally  the 
objects  of  their  intercession.  The  Lord  was  about  to 
build  up  Zion,  and  to  appear  in  his  glory;  and  he  re- 
garded the  prayers  of  these  destitute  ones, — he  did  not 
despise  their  prayer.  He  rent  the  heavens  and  came 
down  ;  and  this  has  been  written  for  the  generations  to 


*  Alexander  Knox,     t  Luke  xxiv.  50, 31.     J  Acts  i.  12,  14. 
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coine,  and  the  people  wliich  sliall  be  created  shall  praise 
the  I-ord. 

We  are  not  warranted  to  pray  for  the  miraculous  opera- 
tion of  the  Spirit :  we  do  not  need ;  the  object  of  this  mode 
of  operation  is  gained  ;  the  residts  of  it  remain.  But  we 
are  called  on  to  pray  for  the  Holy  Spirit,  both  as  our  great 
instructor,  as  preachers  of  the  truth,  and  as  the  grand 
agent  in  producing  the  great  changes,  of  which  we  wish 
tlie  truths  spoken  by  us  to  be  the  instrument.  Our  Lord's 
<'ommand  and  promise  apply  to  us  equally  as  to  those  to 
whom  they  were  first  addressed ;  '  Ask,  and  ye  shall 
receive  ;  seek,  and  ye  shall  find ;  knock,  and  it  shall  be 
opened  to  you  :  for  every  one  that  asketh  receiveth  ;  every 
one  that  seeketh  findeth  ;  and  to  him  that  knocketh,  it 
siiall  be  opened.  If  ye,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give 
good  gifts  to  your  children,  how  much  more  will  your 
Father  in  heaven  give  good  gifts, — give  the  Holy  Spirit — 
to  those  who  ask  him.'"  Those  words  have  a  peculiar  pro- 
priety, when  considered  as  addressed  to  christian  minis- 
ters:— '  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  to  me  and  drink.' 
He  that  believeth  on  me,  as  the  Scripture  saith,  '  out  of 
his  belly  shall  flow  rivers  of  living  water .'t  Jesus  is  glori- 
fied. The  Spirit  is  given.  If  we  have  him  not,  it  must 
be  because  we  ask  him  not,  or  becaiise  we  ask  amiss. 
Till  there  be  much  more  of  a  '  striving  together,'  in  ear- 
nest prayer,  among  ministers,  and  their  christian  hearers, 
I  do  not  know  that  we  are  warranted  to  expect  any  very 
decided  I'evival  of  religion.  When  Christians,  and  espe- 
cially when  christian  ministers  ai"e  generally  charac- 
terized by  the  spirit  of  supplication  which  animated  the 
u])ostles  and  their  companions,  something  like  the  moral 
miracles  of  Pentecost  may  be  anticipated.  There  is 
wisdom  as  well  as  piety  in  Luther's  adage,  '  Bene  pre- 
casse  est  bene  studuisse.' 

The  following  remarks  of  one  of  the  most  original  and 
))rofound  writers  of  our  age,  on  this  subject,  are  well 
wt)rthy  of  being  deeply  pondered.  '  The  noblest  of  all 
means  must  be  that  which  obtains  the  exertion  of  divine 
power.  The  means  which,  introducing  no  foreign  agency, 
are  applied  directly  and  immediately  to  their  objects, 

*  Matth.  vii.  7,  &c.  j  Luke  xi.  9,  &c.         f  John  vii.  37,  38. 
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seem  to  bear  such  a  defined  proportion  to  those  objects,  as 
to  assign  and  hmit  the  probable  eflPect.  This  strict 
proportion  exists  no  longer,  and  therefore  the  possible 
effects  become  too  great  for  calculation,  when  that  expe- 
dient is  solemnly  employed,  which  is  appointed  as  the 
mean  of  engaging  the  divine  energy  to  act  on  the  ob- 
ject. If  the  only  means  by  which  Jehoshaphat  sought 
to  overcome  his  superior  enemy,  had  been  his  troops, 
horses,  and  arms,  the  proportion  between  these  means 
and  the  end,  would  have  been  perfectly  assignable,  and 
the  probable  result  of  the  conflict  a  matter  of  ordinary 
calculation.  But  when  he  said,  "  Neither  know  we  what 
to  do,  but  our  eyes  arc  up  to  thee,"*  he  moved,  I  speak  it 
reverently,  a  new  and  infinite  force  to  invade  the  host  of 
Moab  and  Ammon ;  and  the  consequences  displayed  in 
their  camp,  the  difference  between  an  irreligious  lead- 
er, who  could  fight  only  Avith  arms,  and  on  the  level  of 
the  plain,  and  a  pious  one,  who  could  thus  assault  from 
heaven.  This  mean  is  to  be  employed  as  the  grand  auxi- 
liary of  other  means ;  and  not  alone,  till  all  the  rest  are 
exhausted  or  impracticable.  I  am  convinced  that  every 
man  avIio,  amid  his  serious  projects,  is  apprised  of  his 
dependence  on  God,  as  completely  as  that  dependence  is 
a  fact,  will  be  impelled  to  pray,  and  anxious  to  induce 
his  serious  friends  to  pray  almost  every  hour.  He  will 
as  little  without  it,  promise  himself  any  noble  success, 
as  a  mariner  would  expect  to  reach  a  distant  coast,  by 
having  his  sails  spread  in  a  stagnation  of  the  air.  I  have 
intimated  my  fear  that  it  is  visionary  to  expect  an  un- 
usual success  in  the  human  administration  of  religion, 
unless  there  are  imusual  omens.  Now,  a  most  empha  - 
tical  spirit  of  prayer  would  be  such  an  omen  ;  and  the 
individual  who  should  solemnly  tiy  its  last  possible  ef- 
ficacy, might  probably  find  himself  becoming  a  mucli 
more  prevailing  agent  in  his  little  sphere.  And  if  the 
.whole,  or  the  greater  number,  of  the  disciples  of  Chris- 
tianity were,  with  an  earnest  unalterable  resolution  by  \ 
each,  to  combine,  that  Heaven  should  not  withhold  one  \ 
single  influence  which  the  very  utmost  effort  of  conspir- 
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ing  and  persevering  supplication  could  obtain,  it  would 
be  a  sign  that  a  revolution  of  tlie  world  was  at  hand.'  * 

IT.  The  SYMPTOMS  or  manifestations  of  a  revival  of  re- 
ligion, as  exhibited  in  the  great  revival  of  Pentecost,  come 
now  to  be  considered.  These  were,  Deep  conviction  of 
sin,  cleai-ly  but  not  extravagantly  expressed ;  Faith  of 
the  truth  ;  Open  profession  of  that  faith  ;  Regular 
attendance  on  christian  ordinances  ;  Union  of  mind  and 
heart  in  the  truth  ;  Holy  joy;  Remarkable  liberality  in 
the  cause  of  humanity  and  religion  ;  and,  in  one  word, 
a  conversation  becoming  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  re- 
commending it  even  to  the  men  of  the  world. 

1 .  The  first  symptom  of  the  great  revival  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost,  was  a  deep  conviction  of  sin,  strongly  but  not 
extravagantly  expressed.  When  '  the  multitude'  heard 
Peter's  discourse,  '  they  were  pricked  in  their  hearts, 
and  said  to  Peter  and  to  the  rest  of  the  apostles,  men  and 
brethren  what  shall  we  do  ?'t  They  were  persuaded  that 
they  had  '  killed  the  Prince  of  Life  ;'  that  they  '  had  taken 
and  with  wicked  hands  crucified  the  Son  of  God ; '  and 
that  he  whom  they  had  so  contumeliously  rejected  and 
so  cruelly  murdered,  was  now  '  Lord  of  all.'  They  saw 
their  guilt ;  they  saw  their  depravity ;  they  saw  their 
danger ;  and  they  took  the  natural  means  of  relief ;  they 
applied  for  information  to  the  men  who  had  just  given 
such  abundant  evidence  that  they  were  "•  the  messengers 
of  Gcd.'  Their  feelings  were  the  natural  result  of  the 
truth  which  had  been  stated  to,  and  believed  by  them ;  and 
the  expression  of  these  feelings  was  just  what  might  have 
been  expected  ;  eager  enquiry,  at  the  quarter  from  which 
alone  satisfactory  information  could  be  expected. 

In  all  genuine  Revivals  of  Religion,  so  far  as  conver- 
sion is  concerned,  a  similar  conviction  of  sin  will  be 
found  to  be  a  primary  syniptom  ;  and  the  characteristic 
marks  of  this  conviction  will  be  that  it  springs  from,  and 
corresponds  to,  the  manifestation  of  the  truth  to  the 
mind  and  conscience,  andtliat  it  discovers  itself  in  enquiry, 
directed  to  the  only  right  quarter,  the  revealed  mind  of 

*  Foster.     Essay  on  the  application  of  the  epithet,  Romantic. 
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the  Spirit,  as  to  the  way  in  which  guilt  is  to  be  removed 
arid  danger  averted.  Such  alarms  may  not  be  ostensibly 
expressed  at  all.  The  heart-struck  sinner  may  conceal 
his  feelings  from  every  human  being,  and  betake  him- 
self to  the  solitary  study  of  the  divine  word,  that  he 
may  learn  the  way  of  salvation ;  or  he  may  take  an 
opportunity  of  opening  his  heart  to  a  christian  minister, 
or  a  christian  friend ;  or  he  may  feel  constrained  to  give 
vent,  even  in  the  public  assembly,  to  an  emotion  which 
has  become  too  strong  to  be  repressed.*  In  the  manner 
in  which  this  conviction  is  expressed,  there  may  be  in- 
definite variety  ;  but  in  no  case  can  it  be  considered  as  a 
symptom  of  genuine  revival,  except  when  it  proceeds 
from  the  cause,  and  leads  to  the  result  which  we  have 
just  specified. 

2.  A  second  symptom  of  the  Pentecostal  revival  was 
the  faith  of  the  truth.  They  who  were  pricked  to  the 
heart  on  hearing  the  gospel,  the  glad  news  proclaimed 
to  them,  '  repeflted' — changed  their  minds,  both  about 
God  and  Jesus  Christ — '  received  the  word — believed. 't 
They  clearly  understood  the  statement  made  to  them 
about  '  the  remission  of  sin  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,' 
— they  could  not  doubt  its  truth, — they  counted  it  '  a 
faithful  saying  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation.'^  Convic- 
tion of  guilt,  if  not  followed  by  that  faith  in  Christ  Jesus, 
which  gives  relief  from  the  agonies  of  remorse,  and  the 
fears  of  wrath,  is  no  part  of  a  genuine  revival.  It  does  not 
bring  men  to  God  :  it  removes  them  fai-ther  from  him. 
The  faith  of  'the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,'  lies  at  the  founda- 
tion of  all  true  holiness,  and  all  true  peace  ;  and,  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  case,  where  there  is   this  faith,  the 

* '  la  some  cases  the  conviction  whicli  is  felt  prompts  to  silence, 
and  you  are  left  to  learn  it  from  downcast  looks,  or  from  half 
stifled  sobs.  In  other  cases,  there  is  no  effort  at  concealment, 
and  the  deep  anguish  of  the  heart  comes  out  in  expressions  of  the 
most  painful  solicitude.'  '  There  may  be  a  true  revival  where  all 
is  calm  and  noiseless  ;  and  multitudes  of  hearts  may  be  broken 
in  contrition,  and  yielded  up  to  God,  which  have  never  been  agi- 
tated by  any  violent,  much  less  convulsive  emotions,  nor  even  a 
single  sob  breathed  forth,  unless  in  the  silence  of  the  closet,  and 
into  the  ear  of  mercy.' — Sprague  on  Revivals,  Lect.  I.,  pp.  10-14. 
8vo.     Albany,  1832. 

t  Acts  ii.  41,  44.  %  1  Tim.  i.  15. 


32 

person  believing  will,  if  his  mind  is  not  confounded  by  a, 
false  metaphysical  theology,  know  what  he  believes,  and 
he  will  know  too  why  he  believes  it ;  he  will  be  conscious 
of  a  change  of  mind,  and  he  will  know  how  that  change 
has  been  produced  ;  and  if  called  to  state  his  faith,  he 
will  be  able  to  give  some  account  of  it.  The  saving 
truth  may  be  a  new  thing  to  him.  In  this  case  he  will 
know  it  to  be  so.  It  may  not  be  a  new  thing  to  him  ; 
it  may  be  something  that  has  long  been  an  object  of  in- 
tellectual contemplation,  as  an  abstract,  hypothetical 
statement ;  but,  in  this  case,  he  is  conscious,  and  can 
express  his  consciousness,  that  what  he  once  merely 
speculated  about,  what  he  once  merely  did  not  deny, 
and  was  disposed  to  take  for  granted,  he  now  '  knows 
and  is  sure'  of,  as  the  truth  of  God. 

3.  A  third  symptom  of  the  revival,  on  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost, was  open  profession  of  the  faith  of  the  gospel. 
'  They  that  received  the  word  were  baptised.'  *     They 
professed  themselves  the  disciples  and  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ,  in  the  way  of  his  appointment.     There  are  here 
/two  things  which  deserve  our  attention.     They  did  not 
I  make  the  profession  till  they  had  the  faith  professed  ; 
i  and  they  no  sooner  had  the  faith  professed,  than  they 
/  made  the  profession.     A  great  increase  of  profession  is 
I  no  necessary  symptom  of  a  genuine  revival.     Universal 
/  profession  and  very  limited  belief,  is  one  of  the  most  de  • 
\  cided  symptoms  of  a  state  of  spiritual  decay  and  death. 
1  A  great  addition  of  mere  nominal  believers  to  the  chris- 
tian church,  is  a  disaster  instead  of  a  triumph.     O  that 
men  in  this  country  could  but  learn  that,  on  tlie  same 
principle  that  it  is  better  to  be  silent  than  to  tell  a  lie, 
it  is  better  to  make  no  profession,  than  to  make  a  false 
profession.     It  is  the  duty  of  all  men  to  believe  the  gos- 
pel, and  it  is  the  duty  of  all  who  believe  the  gospel,  to 
profess  the  gospel ;  but,  for  an  imbeliever  to  become  a 
professor,  is  to  lie  ;  and  to  lie,  not  to  men  but  to  God. 
But  wherever  there  is  the  faith  of  the  gospel,  that  faith 
should  be  professed.     All  Christians  are,  in  their  mea- 
sure, '  chosen  vessels,  to  bear  the  name  of  Jesus.'     He 
•  expects  them  to  '  confess  his  name  before  men ;'  t  and 
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wherever,  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  men  are 
made  to  hehove  the  truth,  there  will  he  a  profession  of  it 
in  the  manner  in  which,  in  the  conviction  of  the  indivi- 
dual, Christ  has  commanded  them. 

4.  A  fourth  symptom  of  the  revival  which  commenced 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  was  regular  attendance  on  tlie 
institutions  of  christian  worship.  '  They  continued 
stedfastly  in  the  apostle's  doctrine,  and  in  the  fellow- 
ship, and  in  the  breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers.'  *  It 
was  very  early  made  apparent,  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  Jesus  Christ,  not  only  to  make  his  people  indivi- 
dually holy  and  happy,  but  to  form  them  into  a  holy 
happy  society.  They  were  to  have  '  assemblings  to- 
gether;' and,  at  these  assembhes,  immediately  after  the 
organization  of  the  primitive  church,  the  apostles  taught, 
and  the  brethren  learned,  '  the  doctrine'  of  Christ.  There 
was  '  the  fellowship,'  or  communication  of  property,  to 
serve  the  great  purposes  of  the  gospel,  in  maintaining 
and  extending  the  ordinances  of  Christ.  There  was  the 
'  breaking  of  bread,' — the  Lord's  Supper, — the  eating 
bread  and  drinking  wine  in  remembrance  of  the  Lord  ; 
and  there  were  '  the  prayers,' — the  devotional  services, 
not  merely  prayers,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  but 
also  '  hymns,  and  psalms,  and  spiritual  songs.' 

The  converts  of  Pentecost  '  continued  stedfastly'  in  all 
these  ordinances;  and  so  it  will  be  still.  If  men  crowd  to 
meetings  where  they  anticipate  the  excitement  and  grati- 
fication of  natural  feelings,  by  displays  of  human  elo- 
quence, while  they  neglect  the  instituted  ordinances  of  our 
Lord,  tliat  is  not  a  symptom  of  reviving,  but  of  decaying 
religion.  A  return  to  the  primitive  usage  with  regard  tu 
the  Lord's  Supper,  would  appear  to  me  a  clearer  symp- 
tom of  genuine  revival  than  the  adoption  of  what  have,  in 
another  country,  been  called  '  new  measures.'  I  acknow- 
ledge that  I  regard  with  a  degree  of  alarm,  every  thing 
like  an  attempt  to  introduce  a  himianly  devised  instru- 
mentality in  prosecuting  the  great  work  of  converting  sin- 
ners, and  edifying  saints  ;  for  experience  has  proved  that 
in  all  such  cases,  there  is  a  danger  of  our  '  making  tlu^ 
commandment  of  God  of  none  effect,  by  the  tradition  of 
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men.'*  Of  this  the  connexion  of  the  ordinance  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  with  such  a  number  of  appendages,  as  ne- 
cessarily impHed  its  comparatively  rare  observance,  is 
a  very  striking  exem])lification.  When  '  the  sincere  milk 
of  the  word'  is  eagerly  desired  ;  when  the  word  of  God  is 
found  and  eaten  ;  when  it  is  felt  in  the  ordinance  of  the 
fellowship  that  'it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive/ 
when,  in  eatino-  bread  and  drinkino-  wine,  accordinsf  to 
Christ  s  appomtment,  we  find  that  we  indeed  eat  his  flesh, 
w^hich  is  '  meat  indeed,' — drink  his  blood,  which  is  '  drink 
indeed  ;'t  when,  in  the  prayers,  '  we  have  access,  through 
Christ  Jesus,  by  one  Spirit,  unto  the  Father,';};  and 
are  brought  near  to  God,  and  find  it  good  for  us  to  be 
near  him,  there  is  then  evidence  that  drops  from  heaven 
have  fallen — the  vivifying  rain  of  divine  influence — and 
all  the  places  about  Mount  Zion  become  a  blessing,  and 
the  heritage  of  the  Lord,  formerly  withered  and  barren, 
becomes  '  like  a  watered  garden,  like  a  field  which  the 
Lord  hath  blessed,'  rich  with  the  fruits  of  righteousness, 
and  peace,  and  joy. 

5.  Union  of  mind  and  heart,  in  the  truth,  was  a  fifth 
symptom  of  the  revival  which  commenced  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost.  '  The  multitude  of  them  who  believed  were 
of  one  heart  and  of  one  soul.'§  They  were  knit  together 
in  mutual  love.  '  They  loved  one  another  with  a  pure 
heart  fervently,  having  purified  their  souls  in  obeying  the 
truth,  unto  the  unfeigned  love  of  the  brethren.'||  They 
loved  one  another  '  in  the  truth,  for  the  truth's  sake, 
which  dwelt  in  them.'^F  With  regard  to  the  saving  truth, 
they  were  all  of  one  mind  :  and  though,  on  njinor  points, 
they  might,  they  probably  did  diff"er,  their  union  of  mind 
and  heart  about  the  character  and  will  of  God,  the  per- 
son and  Avork  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  way  of  salvation, 
throuoh  his  atonement  and  Spirit,  bound  tliem  far  closer 
too-ether  than  union  of  opinion  on  these  subsidiary  mat- 
ters could  have  done.  In  the  union  created  by  confidence 
in  the  same  free  mercy,  rehance  on  the  same  atoning  sacri- 
fice, dependence  on  the  same  sanctifying  Si)irit,  they  had  a 
bond  of  connexion  which  no  earthly  force  could  break, — 
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a  basis  of  affection  wliicli  no  earthly  accident  could  sub- 
vert. And,  -what  united  them  among  themselves,  sepa- 
rated them  from  the  '  world  lying  under  the  wicked  one.' 
Under  the  influence  of  the  truth,  which  bound  them  to- 
gether, they  '  came  out  from  among.'  the  world,  '  and 
were  separate.' '■■  Any  thing 'wearing  the  appearance  of 
a  revis'al  of  religion,  may  well  be  regarded  with  suspi- 
cion, if  the  affection  by  which  it  is  characterized,  is  con- 
fined to  individuals  of  a  particular  sect ;  and  especially 
if  it  allow  those  under  its  influence  to  cling  in  the  closest 
ecclesiastical  relations,  to  men  obviously  worldly  and 
wicked,  while  it  leads  tb.em  to  regard  with  coldness,  it 
may  be  with  dislike,  men  bearing  the  image,  breathing 
the  Spirit  of  our  common  Lord,  merely  b^^cause  '  they 
follow  not  with  them.' 

G.  A  sixth  characteristic  of  the  Pentecostal  revival  was 
holy  joy.  They  gladly  received  the  word, — they  '  ate 
their  meat  with  gladness,' — they  '  praised  God.'t  Their 
joy,  like  the  alarm  that  preceded  it,  is  easily  accounted 
for.  It  was  no  baseless  feeling.  They  believed  the  glad 
tidings,  and  were  of  course  glad.  They  were  persuaded 
that  '  God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  to  him- 
self,— not  imputing  to  men  their  trespasses,  seeing  he 
had  made  Ilim  who  knew  no  sin  to  be  sin  for  them,  that 
they  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him ;' J — 
and  they  not  '  only  had  peace  with  God  through  our 
liOrd  Jesus  Christ,'  but  '  they  joyed  in  God  through  our 
Lord  Jesus,  by  whom  they  received  the  atonement,' — 
the  reconciliation. §  Whei-ever  there  is  a  genuine  revival 
of  religion,  there  will  be  holy  joy.  The  unadulterated  gos- 
pel cannot  be  believed  without  protlucing  joy  ;-  and  the 
degree  of  joy  will  be  '  according  to  the  measure  of  faith.' 
That  joy,  too,  will  flow,  not  from  a  reflection  on  the  men- 
tal exercises  of  the  individual,  but  from  a  contemplation 
of  the  divine  character, — from  a  beholding  '  the  glory  of 
God  in  the  face  of  Christ  Jesus.' ||  They  '  rejoice  in  Christ 
Jesus,  having  no  confidence  in  the  fiesh.'^  It  is  a  ra- 
tional joy, — a  joy  tliat  can  be  accounted  for, — and  it  is  a 
joy  which  does  not  evaporate  in  mere  emotion, — it  is  a 
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motive  to  spiritual  activity. — '  The  joy  of  the  Lord  is 
their  strength.'* 

7.  Remarkable  liberality  in  the  cause  of  humanity  and 
religion  was  a  seventh  symptom  of  this  great  revival, 
— '  They  that  believed  were  together,  and  had  all  things 
common,  and  sold  their  possessions  and  goods,  and  parted 
them  to  all  men,  as  every  one  had  need.'t  '  Neither  said 
any  of  them,  that  ought  of  the  things  which  he  possessed 
was  his  own  ;  but  they  had  all  things  common  :'  '  neither 
was  there  any  among  them  that  lacked;  for  as  many  as 
were  possessors  of  lands  or  houses  sold  them,  and  brought 
the  prices  of  the  things  that  were  sold  and  laid  them  at 
the  apostles'  feet ;  and  distribution  was  made  to  every 
man  accoi'ding  as  he  had  need.';};  The  case  of  Ananias 
and  Sapphirii  makes  it  abundantly  evident  that,  even 
in  the  primitive  church  of  Jerusalem,  community  of 
goods,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  terms,  did  not 
form  a  part  of  its  constitution.  Ananias  and  Sap- 
phira  were  under  no  obligation  either  to  sell  their 
property,  or  to  give  the  whole  of  its  price  for  distribu- 
tion by  the  apostles.  Their  awfully  punished  sin  was 
the  attempt  to  impose  on  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  obtain 
for  themselves  a  reputation  for  disinterestedness  and 
liberality  to  which  they  were  not  entitled. §  But  it 
is  obvious  that,  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit,  the 
Christians  were- made  to  feel  that  they,  and  all  they 
had,  belonged  to  the  Lord, — that  tlieir  property  was 
more  his  than  theirs,  and  was  to  be  disposed  of  in  the 
way  which  seemed  best  fitted  to  promote  his  objects. 

And  so  it  will  be  still.  Wherever,  under  the  influence 
of  the  good  Spirit,  men  in  the  firm  faith  of  the  truth, 
receive  '  the  unspeakable  gift,'  there  will  be  correspond- 
ing gratitude  ;  and  that  gratitude  will  express  itself  as 
good  ALatthew  Henry  says, — not  only  in  'thanksgiving, 
which  is  good,  but  in  tlianksliving,  which  is  better.'  It 
was  a  sign  of  a  living  lively  state  of  religion  in  the 
churches  of  Macedonia,  when,  in  a  great  trial  of  afflic- 
tion, the  abundance  of  their  joy,  and  their  deep  poverty, 
abounded  unto  the  riches  of  their  liberality ;  for  to  their 
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power,  yea,  and  beyond  tbeir  power,  tbey  were  will- 
ing of  tbemselves,  praying  '  tbe  apostle,'  with  much 
entreaty,  '  that  he  -would  receive  tbe  gift,  and  take  on  bini 
the  fellowship  of  the  ministry  to  the  saints.'*  In  tbe 
degree  in  which  men,  by  the  faith  of  the  truth,  are 
made  to  '  know  tbe  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  who  though 
he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  sakes  became  poor,  that  we 
through  his  poverty  might  be  rich,'  will  they  practi- 
cally attend  to  his  saying,  *  It  is  better  to  give  than  to 
receive.'t  A  man  with  a  cold  heart  and  a  close  band 
towards  poor  saints  and  perishing  souls,  however  ortho- 
dox may  be  his  creed,  plausible  his  professions,  and 
blameless  bis  general  conduct,  stands  very  much  in  need 
of  a  revival  of  religion. 

Finalli/^  The  Pentecostal  Revival  was  distinguislied 
by  '  a  conversation  becoming  the  gospel,'  on  the  part  of 
its  subjects, — a  holy,  blameless,  useful,  cheerful,  pa- 
tient behaviour,  recommending  Christianity  to  tbe  re- 
spect even  of  the  men  of  the  -world.  The  converts 
of  Pentecost  acted  such  a  part,  that  '  they  had  favour 
with  all  the  people.'^  In  their  case,  as  in  all  others, 
'  the  fruit  of  the  light  was  in  all  goodness,  and  right- 
eousness, and  truth.'§ — '  The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  was 
love,  joy,  peace,  long-suffering,  gentleness,  goodness, 
faith,  meekness,  temperance  :  against  such  tliere  is  no 
law.' II  The  faith  of  the  truth,  out  of  wliicb  all  genuine 
revival  grows,  '  purifies  the  heart,  works  by  love,  over- 
comes the  world.'  The  best  proof  of  a  real  revival,  is 
the  practical  acting  out,  on  tbe  part  of  those  Avho  have 
been  its  subjects,  of  the  exhortations  contained  in  the 
apostolical  epistles  ;  tbe  habitually  thinking  on,  speak- 
ing of,  and  exemplifying  '  the  things  wliich  are  honest, 
and  just,  and  pure,  and  lovely,  and  of  good  report.' H 
Any  religious  movement  which  does  not  bring  forth 
these  fruits  of  righteousness,  w^hatever  degree  of  alarm 
and  agitation,  and  rapturous  emotion  may  distinguish 
it,  wants  the  principal  character  of  the  revival  which 
blessed  the  primitive,  and  which  will  bless  the  millennial, 
church.  ^ 

*  2  Cor.  viii.  1-4.     +  2  Cor.viii.  9  ;  Acts xx.  35,     %  Acts  ii.  47. 
§  Eph.  V.  9.  II  Gal.  V.  21-23.  «II  Philip,  iv.  8. 

'  *If  an  excitement  on  the  subject  of  religion  (no  matter  how 
great  it  may  have  been)  passes  away,  and  leaves  little  or  no  sub- 
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Such  were  the  ]\Ieans,  and  such  the  Manifestations, 
of  the  glorious  Revival  with  which  the  New  Economy 
opened.  Our  duty,  in  our  present  circumstances,  is  very 
obvious. — Tt  is  to  seek  such  a  revival  of  religion  as  com- 
menced in  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  and  to  seek  it  by  the 
means,  immediate  and  remote,  which  were  employed  on 
that  occasion ;  and  to  rest  satisfied  with  no  revival  that 
does  not  exhibit  the  great  characteristics  by  which  it 
was  distinguished.  Those  means,  employed  in  the 
spirit  in  which  they  were  then  employed,  will  never  be 
employed  in  vain.  The  command  to  the  church,  at 
present,  plainly  is,  '  Enlarge  the  place  of  thy  tent,  and 
let  them  stretch  forth  the  curtains  of  thine  habitations  : 
spare  not,  k'ngthen  thy  cords,  and  strengthen  thy  stakes.'* 
Expect  great  things — Attempt  Great  things, — 
the  triumph  of  truth, — the  conversion  of  sinners, — the 
improvement  of  saints, — the  emancipation  and  purifica- 
tion of  the  church, — the  christianization  of  the  world. 
Study  and  pray,  pray  and  study, — pray  and  labour,  la- 
bour and  pray — and  the  work  is  done. 

The  signs  of  the  times  are  beyond  precedent  calculated 
to  excite  expectation,  and  to  enforce  exertion,  to  nerve 
the  arm,  and  expand  the  heart.  In  the  striking  words  of 
an  impressive  writer : — It  is  '  a  time  of  unparalleled  ac- 
tivity— all  the  world  seems  to  be  awaking,  and  a  thou- 
sand jubilant  sounds  are  ushering  in  a  morn  of  know- 

stantial  or  enduring  good, — if  most  of  those  who  profess  to  have 
been  converted  return  speedily  or  gradually  to  the  world,  living  a 
careless  life,  and  exhibiting  an  unedifying  example, — or  if  they 
manifest  a  spirit  of  pride  auJ  uncharitableness,  and  a  disposition 
to  condemn  all  who  do  not  exactly  come  to  their  standard, — then 
rely  upon  it,  thougli  that  may  be  called  a  revival  of  religion,  it  is 
little  more  than  the  name.  But  if,  after  the  excitement  is  gone 
by,  the  fruits  of  holiness  remain,  and  become  more  and  more 
mature, — if  those  who  have  been  professedly  converted  hold  on  a 
course  of  humble,  self-denied,  devoted  obedience,  exemplifying 
the  Spirit  of  Christ,  as  well  as  ])rofessing  his  name, — then  you 
may  take  knowledge  of  them,  that  they  have  come  but  of  a  truo 
revival  of  religion.  Religion  acted  out  in  the  life,  is  the  best  evi- 
dence that  religion  has  its  dwelling  in  the  heart.  Let  the  virtues 
and  graces  of  the  Christian  adorn  the  lives  of  those  who  have  pro- 
fessed to  be  converted  during  a  revival,  and  you  need  ask  for  no 
better  evidence  that  there  has  been  the  agency  of  the  Spirit  of 
God.' — Sprague  on  Revivals,  Lect.  I. 
*  Isaiah  Uv.  2. 
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ledge,  liberty,  glory.  Though  the  milleiinJal  sun  may 
not  yet  be  risen,  it  is  light  enough  to  call  the  family  up, 
and  to  rouse  the  labourers  to  their  work.  The  morning 
is  fresh,  lovely,  and  bracing.  The  agencies  of  the  world 
and  of  hell  are  already  at  their  work,  and  all  the  agencies 
of  heaven  are  ready  for  action,  waiting  only  to  honour  the 
agency  of  the  church  of  Christ.  The  Spirit  never  works 
without  the  instrumentality  of  means, — the  only  means 
he  works  by  is  the  truth, — and  that  truth  is  committed 
to  our  charge  for  the  salvation  of  the  woi'ld.  Heaven, 
earth,  and  hell  are  observing  our  activity.  The  collision 
of  the  grand  conflicting  princi])les  on  which  are  founded 
the  kingdoms  of  light  and  darkness  is  rapidly  approach- 
ing. The  neutral  ground  is  narrowing  every  day,  and 
they  who  are  on  the  Lord's  side  must  quit  it  for  ever.'* 
Bi'ethren,  on  to  the  conflict — see  but  that  your  armour 
be  of  the  true  celestial  temper,  and  that  your  hearts  be  in 
the  right  place,  full  of  confidence  in  your  Divine  leader, 
Messiah  the  Prince.  '  Your  weapons  not  carnal,'  will 
prove  '  mighty  through  God  in  pulling  down  strong- 
holds.'t  '  God  will  arise  and  his  enemies  shall  be  scat- 
tered, and  they  who  hate  him  shall  flee  before  him.'ij;  Let 
the  church  but  do  her  duty,  and  her  Lord  and  King  will 
fulfil  all  the  glorious  things  which  have  been  said  of  her. 
'  Let  her  deal  her  bread,'  the  bread  of  life,  '  to  the  Inm- 
gry ;  and  let  her  bring  the  poor  that  are  cast  out,  to  her 
house.  When  she  sees  the  naked,  let  her  cover  hiiii ; 
and  let  her  not  hide  herself  from  her  own  flesh.  Then 
shall  her  light  break  forth  as  the  morning,  and  lier 
health  shall  spring  forth  speedily  :  and  her  righteousness  / 
shall  go  before  her ;  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  be  her ' 
rere-ward.  Then  shall  she  call,  and  the  Lord  shall  an- 
swer; she  shall  cry,  and  he  shall  say.  Here  I  am.  If 
she  take  away  from  the  midst  of  lier  the  yoke,  the 
putting  forth  of  the  finger,  and  speaking  vanity;  and  if 
she  draw  out  her  soul  to  the  hungry,  and  satisfy  the 
afflicted  soul;  then  shall  her  light  rise  in  obscurity,  and 
her  darkness  he  as  the  noon-day  :  And  the  Lord  shall 
guide  her  continually,  and  satisfy  her  soul  in  drought, 
and  make  fat  her  bones  :  and  she  shall  be  like  a  watered 

*  Jenkyn.  f  2  Cor.  x.  4.  J  Psalm  Ixviii.  ]. 
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garden,  and  like  a  spring  of  water,  whose  waters  fail  not. 
And  they  that  shall  he  of  her,  shall  build  the  old  waste 
places  :  she  shall  raise  up  the  foundations  of  many  ge- 
nerations ;  and  she  shall  be  called,'  Tue  true  reform- 
ed Church,  '  The  repairer  of  the  breach,  The  restorer 
of  paths  to  dwell  in.'"' 

'  Brethren,  the  time  is  short.'  The  season  in  which 
Ave  can  be  useful  in  the  church  and  in  the  world  will  soon 
be  over.  When  in  our  ecclesiastical  assemblies,  we  look 
around  us, — the  enquiry  is  forced  upon  us,  '  our  fathers 
where  are  they  ?'  Blessed  be  God,  with  regard  to  many 
of  them,  we  know  well  where  they  are.  They  are  where 
we  hope  by  and  by  to  be  :  '  The  watchmen  of  Ephraim 
are  with  their  God:'t  They  have  '  died  in  the  Lord'  and 
are  '  blessed  :  Yea  saith  the  Spirit,  They  rest  from 
their  labours  and  their  works  follow  them.':j: — And  could 
they  address  us  from  their  tlirones  on  high,  their  lan- 
guage would  be,  "Work, — Work,  while  it  is  called  to- 
-day.  '  He  is  worthy  for  whom  ye  do  this.'  '  The  more 
you  toil  and  suffer  now,  the  sweeter  rest  will  be.' 

Brethren,  the  time  is  not  only  short,  but  uncertain. 
Since  we  last  met  for  a  similar  j^urpose,  one  of  our 
brother  elders  has  been  called  to  his  account,  we  trust 
to  his  reward.  On  his  way  home,  he  conversed  with  his 
minister  with  deep  interest  of  the  subjects  which  had 
engaged  our  consideration,  and  expressed  his  resolution  to 
be  more  active  and  faithful  in  the  discliarge  of  the  duty 
of  watching  for  souls.  Ere  twelve  hours  had  run  their 
course  he  was  in  eternity.  We  do  not  hold  life  by  a 
more  secure  tenure.  With  some  of  us  the  shadows  are 
rapidly  lengthening;  and  our  presbytery  has  had  strik- 
ing evidence  within  its  own  limits,  that  the  sun  may  go 
down  at  noon,  and  that  some  of  the  loveliest  '  trees  of 
righteousness,'  tliougli  "■  the  planting  of  the  Lord,'  may 
■•  wither  in  all  the  leaves  of  their  spring.'  Oh  !  let  us 
have  our  loins  girt, — our  lamps  burning, — every  thing 
ready  for  the  Master's  call.  AVhat  He  says  to  one  He 
says  to  all.  Behold  I  come  quickly,  and  my  ueward 

IS  WITH  ME,  TO  GIVE  TO  EVERY  MAN  ACCORDING  AS  HIS 
WORK  SHALL  BE, OcCUPY  TILL  I  COME, WaTCH. 

*  Isaiah  Iviii.  7-12.     \  Hosea  ix.  8;  Horsloy.    %  Rev.  xiv.  13. 
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No.  I. 


Extract  from  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Archibald  Alex  - 
ANDER,  D.  D.  Professor  of  Theology  in  the  Theolo- 
gical Seminary,  Princeton,  New  Jersey ;  to  the  Rev. 
W.  B.  Sprague,  D.  D.  Albany. 

1.  A  revival  or  religious  excitement  may  exist  and  be  very 
powerful,  and  affect  many  minds,  when  the  producing  cause 
is  not  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  when  the  truth  of  God  is  not 
the  means  of  tlie  awakening.  This  we  must  believe,  unless 
we  adopt  the  opinion  that  the  Holy  Spirit  accompanies  error 
by  his  operations  as  well  as  truth,  which  would  be  blasphem- 
ous. Religious  excitements  have  been  common  among  Pa- 
gans, Mohammedans,  heretics,  and  Papists.  And  in  our  own 
time  there  have  been  great  religious  excitements  among  those 
who  reject  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Gospel.  Hence 
it  is  evident,  that  revivals  ought  to  be  distinguished  into  such 
as  are  genuine  and  such  as  are  spurious.  And  the  distinc- 
tion should  depend  on  the  doctrines  inculcated,  on  the  mea- 
sures adopted,  and  the  fruits  produced.  '  Beloved,'  says  the 
apostle  John,  '  believe  not  every  spirit,  but  tiy  the  spirits, 
whether  they  are  of  God.' 

2.  Again,  a  revival  or  religious  excitement  may  take  place 
when  a  few  persons  only  are  under  the  saving  operations  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  while  many  are  affected  by  sympathy, 
and  by  the  application  of  extraordinary  means  of  awaken- 
ing the  feelings.  I  have  seen  a  powerful  religious  impres- 
sion pervade  a  large  congregation  at  once,  so  that  very  few 
remained  unaffected  ;  and  most  expressed  their  feelings  by 
the  strongest  signs ;  and  yet,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  very 
few  of  them  became  permanently  serious.  The  tree  which 
is  covered  with  blossoms  often  produces  little  fruit.     The 
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wind  which  agitates  the  whole  forest,  may  tear  up  hut  few 
trees  by  the  roots.  Thus  there  may  be  great  and  promising 
appearances,  and  yet  very  little  fruit.  Temporary  believers 
may  use  the  same  language,  and  exhibit  to  others  precisely 
the  same  appearance  as  true  converts. 

o.  A  real  work  of  the  Spirit  may  be  mingled  with  much 
cntlmsiasm  and  disorder  ;  but  its  beauty  will  be  marred,  and 
its  progress  retarded,  by  every  such  spurious  mixture.  Thus, 
also,  individuals  who  are  the  subjects  of  special  grace,  may 
for  a  while  be  ca^i'ied  away  with  erroneous  notions  and  ex- 
travagant feelings.  We  must  not,  therefore,  condemn  alias 
deluded  souls,  who  manifest  some  signs  of  enthusiasm.  But 
under  the  same  revival  or  general  excitement,  while  some 
are  renewed^and  engrafted  into  Christ,  others  may  be  en- 
tirely under  the  influence  of  error,  spiritual  pride,  and  de- 
lusion. When  the  Son  of  man  sows  good  seed  in  his  field, 
will  not  the  enemy  be  busy  in  sowing  tares?  The  opi- 
nion that  it  is  dangerous  to  oppose  fanaticism,  lest  we  hinder 
the  work  of  God,  is  most  unfounded.  We  cannot  more 
effectually  promote  genuine  revivals,  than  by  detecting  and 
suppressing  fonaticism  ;  which  is  their  counterfeit,  and  in- 
jures their  reputation  among  intelligent  men,  more  than  all 
other  causes. 

4.  Often  also,  there  may  be  much  error  mingled  with  the 
evangelical  truth  which  is  preached  in  times  of  revival ; 
and  while  God  blesses  his  own  truth,  to  the  conversion  of 
men,  the  baleful  effects  of  the  error  which  accompanies  it, 
will  be  sure  to  be  manifest.  This  may  be  compared  to  the 
case,  where  some  poisonous  ingredient  is  mingled  with 
wholesome  food. 

5.  But  I  come  now  to  speak  of  genuine  revivals,  where 
the  gospel  is  preached  in  its  purity,  and  where  the  people 
have  been  well  instructed  in  the  doctrines  of  Christianity. 
In  a  revival,  it  makes  the  greatest  difference  in  the  world, 
whether  the  people  have  been  carefully  tauglit  by  cate- 
chising, and  wjiere  they  are  ignorant  of  the  truths  of  the 
Bible.  In  some  cases,  revivals  are  so  remarkably  pure,  that 
nothing  occurs  with  wliicli  any  i)ious  man  can  find  fault. 
There  is  not  only  no  wildness  and  extravagance,  but  very 
little  strong  commotion  of  the  animal  feelings.  The  word 
of  God  distils  upon  the  mind  like  the  gentle  rain,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  comes  down  like  the  dew,  diffusing  a  blessed 
infiuence  on  all  around.  Such  a  revival  affords  the  most 
beautiful  sights  ever  seen  upon  earth.  Its  aspect  gives  us  a 
lively  idea  of  what  will  be  the  general  state  of  things  inthk 
LATTKii  n.w  Gi.oiiY,  and  some  faint  image  of  the  heavenly 
state.    The  impressions  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  in  such 
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a  work,  are  the  exact  counterpart  of  the  truth,  just  as  the 
impression  on  the  wax  corresponds  to  the  seah  In  such  re- 
vivals there  is  great  solemnity  and  silence.  The  convictions 
of  sin  are  deep  and  humbling :  tlie  justice  of  God  in  the 
condemnation  of  the  sinner  is  felt  and  acknowledged  ;  every 
other  refuge  but  Christ  is  abandoned  ;  the  heart  at  first  is 
made  to  feel  its  own  impenetrable  hardness  ;  but  when  least 
expected,  it  dissolves  under  a  grateful  sense  of  God's  good- 
ness, and  Christ's  love ;  light  breaks  in  upon  the  soul,  either 
by  a  gradual  dawning,  or  by  a  sudden  flash  ;  Christ  is  re- 
vealed through  the  gospel,  and  a  firm  and  often  a  joyful 
confidence  of  salvation  through  Him  is  produced  :  a  benevo- 
lent, forgiving,  meek,  humble,  and  contrite  spirit  predomi- 
nates— the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad — and  with  some,  joy 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory,  fills  the  soul.  A  spirit  of  de- 
votion is  enkindled.  The  word  of  God  becomes  exceedingly^ 
precious.  Prayer  is  the  exercise  in  which  the  soul  seems  to 
be  in  its  proper  element,  because  by  it  God  is  approached, 
and  his  presence  felt,  and  beauty  seen ;  and  the  new  born 
soul  lives  by  breathing  after  the  knowlfedge  of  God,  after 
communion  with  God,  and  after  conformity  to  hiswill.  Now 
also  springs  up  in  the  soul  an  inextinguishable  desire  to  \n-o- 
mote  the  glory  of  God,  and  to  bring  all  men  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  truth,  and  by  that  means  to  the  possession  of 
eternal  life.  The  sincere  language  of  the  heart  is,  '  Lord, 
what  wouldst  thou  have  me  to  do?'  That  God  may  send 
upon  his  church  many  such  revivals,  is  my  daily  prayer; 
and  many  such  have  been  experienced  in  our  country,  and 
I  trust  are  still  going  forward  in  our  churches. 

6.  But  it  has  often  occurred  to  me — and  I  have  heard  the 
same  sentiment  from  some  of  the  most  judicious  and  pious 
men  that  I  have  known — that  there  must  be  a  state  of  the 
church  preferable  to  these  temporary  excitements,  which  are 
too  often  followed  by  a  deplorable  state  of  declension,  and 
disgraceful  apathy  and  inactivity.  Why  not  aim  at  having 
a  continuous  lively  state  of  pietj^,  and  an  unceasing  progress 
in  the  conversion  of  the  impenitent,  without  these  dreadful 
seasons  of  deadness  and  indifference  ?  ^V'hy  may  we  not 
hope  for  such  a  state  of  increasing  prosperity  in  the  church, 
that  revivals  shall  be  no  longer  needed  :  or  if  you  prefer  the 
expression,  when  there  shall  be  a.  perpetual  revival? 
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No.  II. 

Extract  from  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Charles  P.  Mac* 
iLVAixE,  Bishop  of  Ohio,  to  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Sprague. 

As  to  what  a  revival  of  religion  is,  and  what  its  great  ob- 
jects ought  to  be — I  would  suggest  that  the  public  mind  (I 
mean  of  Cliristians)  is  in  danger  of  overlooking,  or  only 
slightly  regarding,  one  out  of  the  two  gi-eat  constituents  and 
blessings  of  a  genuine  revival.  One  of  these  is  the  conver- 
sion of  sinners.  But  it  is  not  the  only  object;  though  too 
much  treated  as  if  it  were.  The  other  is  the  quickening  of  the 
people  of  God  to  a  spirit  and  ivalk  becoming  the  Gospel.  Where 
this  is  not  sought  and  obtained,  the  revival  is  more  than 
suspicious.  But  I  fear  that,  where  it  is  sought,  it  is  some- 
times desired  much  more  as  a  necessary  means  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  other,  than  as  a  most  important  end  in 
itself,  which  alone  is  unspeakably  precious,  and  must  be 
productive  of  all  good  fruits.  If  the  quickening  of  the 
souls  of  God's  people  to  liveliness  of  life,  be  regarded  rather 
as  a  means  to  the  bringing  about  of  a  resurrection  among  the 
dead  in  sins,  than  as  a  great  end  in  itself,  the  consequence 
will  be,  as  experience  proves,  that  their  increase  of  life  will 
be  confined  very  much  to  those  efforts  which  bring  them 
before  the  view,  and  into  direct  operation  on  the  feelings,  of 
the  impenitent,  such  as  the  leading  and  attending  of  public 
and  other  meetings  for  prayer  and  exhortation,  instead  of 
being,  first  and  last,  an  improvement  of  their  liearts  in  all 
the  inward  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  elevating,  purifying, 
adorning,  invigorating  tiie  whole  christian  cbaracter. 

As  to  the  means  of  obtaining  a  revivalof  religion  in  a  con- 
gregation— I  need  not  say  that  the  faithful,  plain,  direct 
preaching  of  the  truth,  is  one  of  these  means.  But  is  there 
not  danger  of  putting  reliance  on  this  or  that  mode  of  say- 
ing things, — this  or  that  selection  of  topics  or  management  of 
an  address,  because  in  some  places,  or  in  the  hands  of  some 
men,  tliey  are  supposed  to  have  been  very  successful,  when 
at  best  they  may  be  peculiarly  suitable  only  in  peculiar 
cases,  or  wlien  used  by  peculiar  persons  ?  Is  there  not  dan- 
ger of  our  getting  to  rely  on  a  i*aul  or  Apollos,  and  sup- 
posing that  a  revival  can  hardly  take  place  and  Hourish,  un- 
less they,  or  some  persons  very  much  like  them  in  manner, 
arc  at  the  head  of  the  effort  {     ^V'ould  not  such  a  i-eliance 
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be  altogether  inconsistent  with  a  simple  dependence  upon 
the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  demonstration  of  the  Spirit, 
as  placed  at  the  disposal  of  every  minister  of  the  word  who 
will  know  nothing  among  men  but  Jesus  Christ  and  him 
crucified  ?  Do  we  not  need  to  think  and  feel  much  more 
of  this  truth^  that  the  power  of  preaching  is  not  to  be  im- 
proved so  much  by  seeking  out  new  and  more  striking 
modes  and  expressions,  as  by  combining  our  discourses  with 
more  prayer  in  tlieir  preparation,  and  more  faith  in  the 
power  of  God  while  delivering  them  ? 

I  need  not  urge  that  combined  and  earnest  prayer  is  another 
of  the  means  of  obtaining  a  revival.  But  it  is  needful  to 
urge  that  there  is  a  tendency  to  make  this  too  exclusively 
a  matter  of  the  ipvayer-^neeting,  and  that  in  the  praj'er- meet- 
ing, there  is  a  proneness  to  pray  an  address  to  the  people,  more 
than  to  God,  seeking  more  to  produce  an  effect  than  to  ob- 
tain an  answer.  The  chief  power  of  prayer  for  a  revival  of 
the  work  of  God  must  be  sought  where  eff^ect  cannot  tempt, 
and  where  genuine  revivals  always  begin, — in  the  closet.  Let 
people  be  assembled  for  prayer ;  but  let  the  chief  concert  be 
the  dailv  union  of  hearts,  each  in  secret,  wrestling  with 
God. 

But  there  is  another  important  means  of  having  religion 
revived.  Some  legitimate,  sober  effort  to  create  a  general  dis- 
position to  attend  to  the  word,  is  very  important.  One  great 
reason  why  the  word  is  not  more  blessed,  lies  in  the  fact  that 
it  is  so  little  heard — not  only  among  those  who  do  not  as- 
semble where  it  is  preached,  but  those  also,  even  professors 
of  religion,  who  sit  beneath  its  sound.  We  need  something 
to  open  the  ears  of  those  who  come  to  hear,  and  to  congre- 
gate those  who  are  too  indifferent  to  come.  Much  depends 
on  this.  But  here  is  where  experience  utters  its  most  se- 
rious cautions.  It  is  in  the  council  of  the  sons  of  God,  upon 
such  measures,  that  Satan  puts  on  the  dress  of  light,  and  too 
often  gets  himself  appointed  on  '  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means.'  There  are  means  to  be  used,  in  awakening  a  dis- 
position to  come  and  see  and  hear,  which  truth  and  sober- 
ness, scripture  and  good  sense,  fully  warrant.  These  I  doubt 
not  you  have  discussed.  But  how  easilj'  may  zeal,  having 
a  little  more  excitement  than  discretion  and  conscience, 
overstep  the  bounds  of  sobriety  and  truth,  and  not  only  re- 
vive intemperance  instead  of  piety,  but  bring  back  the  old 
contrivances  of  '  pious  frauds.'  1  think  there  is  hardly  any 
matter  connected  with  revivals  that  needs  more  guarding 
than  this.  Great  scandal  has  been  raised  by  indiscretion, 
and  what  I  cannot  call  by  any  lighter  name  than  f}-aud,  on 
the  part  of  some  seekers  of  a  revival.     The  agency  of  the 
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Holy  Spirit,  as  the  beginnins;  and  ending,  has  been  almost 
or  entirely  set  aside.  A  revival  has  been  represented  and 
sought  for  as  an  article  of  manufacture,  for  which  you  have 
only  to  set  the  machinery,  and  raise  tlie  steam  of  excite- 
ment, caring  little  witli  what  fuel,  and  converts  will  be 
made  to  hand.  Artifices  to  catch  attention  ;  devices  to  en- 
trap the  careless  ;  representations  to  create  impression  ;  an 
exaggerated  style  of  preaching  to  produce  alarm  ;  to  shake 
suspicious  hopes,  and  raise  a  state  of  general  excitement,  no 
matter  of  what  kind,  so  that  it  brings  people  to  hear,  have 
in  some  cases  been  put  into  requisition,  over  which  truth, 
and  reverence,  and  humility,  and  faith  must  weep;  and  which 
have  done  more  to  injure  revivals,  in  certain  places,  than  all 
the  direct  opposition  of  coldness  and  unbelief.  ^Mien  the 
world  and  slumbering  Christians  see  these  things,  it  is  not 
strange  that  they  should  speak  against  revivals.  Blessed  be 
God,  these  things  are  not  characteristic  of  revivals  of  reli- 
gion, but  only  of  some  minds  associated  with  the  name.  In 
the  great  majority  of  Avhat  have  been  called  by  this  name, 
they  have  not  appeared,  or  have  been  only  very  pai'tial  ex- 
ceptions to  the  general  rule.  But  in  proportion  as  a  revival- 
spirit  shall  spread  in  the  churches,  will  tlie  danger  of  those 
mischiefs  increase.  The  very  excellence  of  the  cause  will 
be  its  exposure  to  the  abuse  of  unbalanced  zeal  and  to  the 
devices  of  Satan.  There  was  a  great  work  in  Samaria,  un- 
der the  preaching  of  Philip.  Simon  ]\Iagus  was  a  spurious 
convert  of  that  revival.  He  turned  in  with  the  heart  of  a 
sorcerer,  under  the  face  of  a  Christian,  and  wanted  to  help 
the  work  by  imitating  the  wonders  of  the  Apostles.  But 
he  thought  the  gift  of  God  could  be  purchased  with  money. 
He  wanted  to  bewitch  the  people,  instead  of  enlightening 
them.  He  supposed  tlie  Apostles  had  some  magic  secret  in 
communicating  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  perhaps  they  might 
be  induced  to  reveal,  so  as  to  enable  hhn  to  go  about  and  do 
great  things  as  well  as  they.  Is  this  character  never  seen 
among  genuine  revivals  of  the  present  day  ?  I  fear  Satan 
still  finds  those  who  give  tlicmselves  out  to  be  some  great 
ones ;  and  who,  passing  by  the  great  truth  that  it  is  the 
Spirit  who  is  to  convince  of  sin,  and  of  riglitcousness,  and  of 
judgment,  attempt  the  work  of  a  revival  as  if  there  were  a 
magic  secret  in  certain  modes  and  artifices,  and  expect  to 
change  stubiiorn  hearts  by  bewitching  weak  heads.  No. 
Tlie  Apostles  iiad  no  device  but  that  of  plain  truth,  and 
strong  faith,  and  liunible  boldness,  and  fervent  love.  Let 
us  be  content  with  these.  Let  it  be  written  of  us  as  of  them, 
— '  We  believe  find  therefore  speak.'  Our  weapons  will  be 
mighty  through  God,'  only  in  proportion  as  they  are  '  tiot 
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carnal  but  spiritual.'  Let  us  get  the  car  of  sinners  by  the 
zeal  of  truth  and  soberness,  and  then  fill  it  with  Jesus  Christ, 
and  him  crucified. 

And  now  supposing  a  general  revival  is  in  progress,  and 
much  interest  prevails  in  the  community,  and  inquirers 
come  in,  and  some  profess  to  have  obtained  the  hope  of  faith 
— let  me  suggest  that  it  is  not  sufficiently  remembered  that 
«  time  of  great  blessing.,  is  also  a  time  of  great  ejcposure.  When 
an  individual  Christian  is  on  the  mount,  we  think  him  spe- 
cially in  need  of  caution,  lest  lie  be  lifted  up  above  measure. 
Paul  needed  a  thorn  to  keep  him  humble,  after  his  abundant 
manifestations.  Thus  a  church  revived,  and  rejoicing,  and 
full  of  zeal,  must  take  especial  heed,  lest  the  sails  be  too 
much  for  the  ballast,  and  while  the  hands  ai'e  all  aliead 
delighting  their  eyes  with  the  power  of  her  ad^'ance,  the 
spirit  of  evil  should  get  up  behind  and  take  the  helm,  and 
secretly  substitute  another  needle  than  that  of  the  truth  as 
it  is  in  Jesus. 

A  time  of  revival  is  necessarily^  to  some  extent,  a  time  of 
excitement.  But  excitement  is  of  two  kinds.  One  is  that 
of  the  soul,  receiving  nourisinnent  from  the  meat  of  the 
word,  winch  quickens  its  affections,  strengthens  its  desires 
after  holiness,  and  promotes  a  healthy  state  of  spiritual  life. 
This  is  the  genuine  excitement  of  a  revival  of  leligion. 
But  there  is  another  resembling  it  very  deceitfully  in  colour 
and  temporary  sensation,  but  difrcring  from  it  very  widely 
in  pcrnsanent  consequences.  It  is  the  fever  of  the  mind.,  to 
which  human  nature  is  exceedingly  prone.  Some  of  it  is 
probably  unavoidable  in  revivals,  because  revivals  have  to 
do  witlr  a  diseased  nature ;  as  powerful  medicines,  while 
working  together  for  tlie  good  of  the  body,  produce  a 
feverish  excitement,  not  by  their  own  fault,  but  the  morbid 
condition  of  the  patient.  But  how  unwisely  would  a  phy- 
sician act,  should  he  mistake  the  hectic  of  the  fever  for  the 
glow  of  health,  and  endeavour  to  increase  it  because  accom- 
panied with  warmth  and  apparent  strength  !  Delirium  and 
prostration  would  ensue.  This  is  precisely  the  mistake  not 
unfrtquently  made  by  friends  of  revivals.  It  is  extremely 
dangerous.  They  mistake  disease  for  health.  They  seek 
excitement.  It  is  well.  The  dead  heart  must  be  excited. 
But  let  them  be  cautious.  There  is  an  excitement  which, 
like  that  of  electricity  upon  a  corpse,  will  open  the  eyes, 
but  they  will  not  see  ;  stir  the  heart,  but  it  will  not  love  ; 
throw  the  whole  body  into  violent  action,  only  to  remain, 
when  the  machinery  is  withdrawn,  a  more  melancholy  spec- 
tacle of  death  than  before.  Excitement  that  does  not  pro- 
ceed'from  the  influence  of  truth  on  the  heart,  and  lead  to- 
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wards  the  obedience  of  truth  in  the  life,  is  the  fever  of  a 
diseased  soul,  and  not  the  evidence  of  increasing  life.  To 
stimulate  this,  is  as  much  to  hinder  grace  as  if  you  should 
attempt  to  make  a  dying  man  well  by  filling  him  with 
alcohol.  The  fever  may  look  and  act  exceedingly  like 
healthy  religion, — but  it  will  either  mount  at  last  to  wild 
derangement,  or  pass  off,  and  leave  the  subjects  more  per- 
fectly prostrate  and  helpless  than  ever.  1  conceive  that 
clear  conceptions  of  the  nature  and  genuine  means  of  real, 
spiritual  excitement,  as  distinguished  from  every  counter- 
feit, are  much  needed,  in  order  that  revivals  may  be  pro- 
tected against  the  weakness  of  the  flesh,  and  the  forgeries 
of  Satan. 

I  must  now  conclude.  The  dangers  and  cautions  I  have 
suggested,  arise  out  of  the  power  and  eminent  value  of  the 
spirit  of  genuine  revivals.  I  owe  too  much  of  what  I  hope 
for  as  a  Christian,  and  what  I  have  been  blessed  with  as  a 
minister  of  the  gosjiel  [to  revivals],  not  to  think  most  highly 
of  the  eminent  importance  of  promoting  this  spirit,  and 
consequently  of  guarding  it  against  all  abuses.  Whatever 
I  possess  of  religion  began  in  a  revival.  The  most  precious, 
stedfast,  and  vigorous  fruits  of  my  ministry  have  been  the 
fruits  of  revivals.  I  believe  that  the  spirit  of  revivals,  in  the 
true  sense,  was  the  simple  spirit  of  the  religion  of  apostolic 
times,  and  will  be,  more  and  more,  the  characteristic  of 
these  times,  as  the  day  of  the  Lord  draws  near.  May  the 
Lord  bless  us  with  it  more  abundantly  and  purely,  and  use 
your  work  eminently  in  its  promotion. 


^V.   OMPHANT,  JUN.  AND  CO.,  miNTEHS,    SOUTH  BRIDGE  8TREET. 
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